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PREFACE 


Many  of  our  School  Histories  art-,  certainly,  eminently  atlapted 
for  advanced  scholars,  but  I  know  of  none  exactly  suitable  for 
the  junior  classes  ;  hence  the  idea  which  led  to  the  compilation 
of  the  following  notes  for  my  own  pupils  preparing  to  enter  the 
Collegiate  Institute.  Selections  have  been  made  from  a  number 
of  the  best  works  on  the  subject,  and  the  leading  historical  facts 
only  referred  to,  the  object  being  simply  to  present  the  "  Jand 
marks,"  which  in  after  years  may  serve  as  j^uides  in  a  more 
extended  study  of  the  subject. 

CKO.    MOIk. 

St.  Marys.  1880. 
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HISTORY  NOTES. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1.  The  Three  Estates  of  the  British  Realm  are 
the  Sovereign,  the  Lords  and  the  Commons. 

2.  The  Legislature,  in  Canada,  also  consists  of 
three  branches  :  The  Governor-General  (who  repre- 
sents the  Sovereign),  the  Senate,  and  the  House  of 
Commons. 

These  three  branches  must  give  their  consent  to  every  Bill  be- 
fore it  can  become  law. 

3.  The  Governor-General  is  the  chief  executive 
ofificer.  He  assembles,  prorogues  and  dissolves  Par- 
liament, and  assents  to  all  Bills  not  reserved  for  Her 
Majesty's  pleasure. 

4.  The  Senate  corresponds  to  the  House  of  Lords 
in  England.  It  may  originate  Bills  not  relating  to 
the  revenue,  and  may  reject  any  Bill  passed  by  the 
Commons. 

5.  The  House  of  Commons  consists  of  representa- 
tives chosen  by  the  electors  in  counties,  cities  and 
towns.  It  controls  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
the  nation. 

6.  The  Executive  of  the  Dominion  consists  of 
the  Governor-General  and  a  Cabinet  or  Ministry  of 
thirteen  members. 
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7.  A  Cabinet  or  Ministry  is  a  collective  body  of 
Statesmen  selected  by  the  Prime  Minister,  who,  with 
him,  direct  the  government  of  the  nation. 

By  constitutional  usage  the  members  of  a  British  or  Canadian 
Cabinet  must  have  seats  in  Parliament, and  their  opinions  on  the 
leading  questions  of  the  times  must  agree  in  the  main  with  the 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  The  Minis- 
ters are  answerable  to  Parliament  for  all  their  acts.  This  is  what 
is  termed  Responsible  Government. 

8.  The  Premier  or  Prime  Minister  is  the  prin- 
cipal Minister  of  State.  He  is  chosen  by  the  Sove- 
reign (or  Representative),  and  is  the  head  of  the 
Cabinet  or  Ministry. 

9.  A  Parliament  is  the  legislative  assembly  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  or.  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Commons. 

10.  The  Speaker  is  the  individual  chosen  by  the 
Commons  to  preside  over  their  actions  while  in  session. 

1 1.  A  Session  is  the  part  of  the  year  during  which 
Parliament  deliberates  over  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
and  frames  laws. 

12.  A  Bill  is  a  statement  of  a  proposed  law. 

1 3.  An  Act  of  Parliament  is  a  Bill  that  has  been 
passed  or  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  and  to  which  the 
signature  of  the  Sovereign  or  the  Governor  has  been 
attached. 

14.  To  Adjourn  Parliament  is  to  grant  the  mem- 
bers a  recess  for  a  certain  time,  at  the  end  of  which 
they  meet  and  resume  any  unfinished  business,  as  if 
there  had  been  no  adjournment. 
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15.  To  Prorogue  Parliament  is  to  stop  its  work 
for  the  session. 

16.  To  Dissolve  Parliament  is  to  dismiss  the  mem- 
bers finally,  after  which  a  new  election  must  take 
place. 

17.  Journals  of  the  House  are  the  books  in 
which  the  minutes  or  records  of  the  debates  and 
doings  of  each  day  are  kept.  ' 

18.  The  Privy  Council  of  Canada  consi.sts  of  the 
(rovernor-CTeneral  and  his  Cabinet. 

19.  An  Order  in  Council  is  a  regulation  made 
by  the  Ministry,  independent  of  Parliament,  having 
the  effect  of  law. 

20.  The  Civil  List  is  the  money  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Sovereign's  household. 

21.  A  Parliamentary  Opposition  is  the  collec- 
tive body  of  members  who  oppose  the  Ministry  or  the 
measures  of  the  Government,  and  whose  leader-^ 
usually  succeed  to  power  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
existing  Cabinet. 

When  a  Ministry  is  defeated  on  any  important  Bill  it  resigns. 
The  usual  course  then  is  for  the  Sovereign  (or  representative)  to 
send  for  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  to  entrust  him  with 
the  formation  of  a  new  Government  or  Cabinet 

2  2.    Politics  is  the  science  of  civil  government. 

23.  Political  Economy  is  the  science  which 
explains  the  principles  of  National  Wealth. 

24.  Trial  by  Jury  is  the  trial  of  alleged  criminals 
by  a  body  of  individuals  impartially  chosen  from  the 
community. 
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The  duty  of  the  Jury  consists  in  determining  whether  the 
charges  against  the  prisoner  are  proven.  It  is  an  Anglo-Saxon 
institution,  and  forn>8  an  important  safeguard  against  arbitrary 
power. 

25.  An  Absolute  Monarchy  is  that  form  of  gov 
ernment  by  which  the  supreme  power  is  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  person,  as  in  Russia. 

26.  A  Limited  Monarchy  is  that  form  of  govern- 
ment in  which  the  wfll  of  the  Sovereign  is  limited  by 
a  constitution,  as  in  Britain. 

27.  A  Republic  is  a  State  in  which  the  exercise  of 
the  supreme  power  is  vested  in  representatives  elected 
by  the  people,  as  in  the  United  State.s. 

28.  In  the  British  House  of  Commons,  there  art 
658  members,  di.stributed  as  follows : 

England  and  Wales 493  members 

Scotland 60         n 

Ireland 105         „ 

Total 658 

29.  In  th,e  Canadian  House  of  Commons  there  are 
204  members,  distributed  as  follows  : 

Ontario 86  members 

Quebec 65 

New  Brunswick 16 

Nova  Scotia 21 

Manitoba 4 

British  Columbia 6 

Prince  Edward  Island 6 


Total . 


.204 


edntoi-isk:  KcisxoPL^y. 


THE  ROMAN  PERIOD. 

FROM  M  B.  C.  TO  410  A.  D. 


1.  Britain  was  invaded  by  the  Romans  under 
Julius  C^sar,  B.  C.  55,  and  partially  subdued.  At 
that  time  the  Celts,  or  inhabitants  of  Britain,  were 
uncivilized ;  their  religion  was  a  form  of  idolatry 
called  Druidism. 

2.  Julius  Agricola,  who  was  appointed  governor 
of  Britain  A.  D.  78,  was  its  true  conqueror.  He 
taught  the  arts  of  peace  to  the  conquered  race,  built 
towns,  made  roads  and  kept  order  throughout  the 
land. 

3.  The  Romans  built  several  walls  across  Britain, 
to  secure  their  conquests  from  the  attacks  of  the 
PiCTS,  or  Caledonians,  as  the  people  who  dwelt  in 
the  north  were  called.  The  principle  of  these  was 
the  Wall  of -Hadrian,  built  A.  D.  120,  from  the  Tyne 
to  the  Solway  Frith. 

4.  HoNORius,  the  Roman  Emperor,  requiring  all 
his  soldiers  to  defend  Rome,  withdrew  all  his  legions 
from  Britain  410  A.  D. 
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THK  SAXON  OR  ENGLISH  ('ONQ.UEST. 

f.  Sliortly  after  the  departure  of  the  Romans,  tlic 
Picts  ;ind  Scots  again  invaded  South  Britain.  'I'he 
Britons,  finding  that  they  were  unable  to  repel  these 
;ittj<ks.  asked  the  assistance  of  certain  Germanic 
tribes  who  dwelt  on  the  Coast  of  the  North  Sea,  by 
ihc  mouths  of  the  Weser  and  the  Elbe.  These  were 
the  Jutes,  Angles  and  Saxons,  who,  gladly  complying 
Willi  the  invitation,  drove  back  the  Picts  and  Scots, 
then  ([uarrelled  with  the  Britons  and  took  ])os.session 
of  rlu-  countr)-  449  A.   1). 

-'.  I5y-and-by  other  tribes  of  the  .same  race  settled 
ill  different  parts  of  Britain,  each  founding  a  distinct 
sratc.  At  one  time  there  existed  as  many  as  seven 
>mall  kingdoms.  These  kingdoms  were  generally  at 
\v;ir  with  one  another.  'I'he  weaker  became  gradually 
;ii)S(>rbed  into  the  stronger  till  at  last  Wkssex  (under 
King  I'-gbert)  swallowed  up  the  territory  of  all  the 
others  S27  A.  J). 

Iv.r.KR'i'  was  con.seinieiUl}  the  lirst  king  of  all  Eng- 
h.ii-l. 

;,.  These  (lermanic  setrleis  vveie  the  founders  of 
ih.-  !'.\(4i,iSH  N.vTiON.  Alt!ioug!i  composed  of  sever- 
al iiih.'s  they  called  themsel\es  and  their  language 
.  1'",m;i.ish,  and  the  general  name  they  gave  to  the 
i-ountrv  was  Engi'.ano. 

4.    W  !ien  tlie  Ekgms;-:  -cui.,-d  in.    !lrit;i!n  they  were 
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heathens  in  religion  and  little  better  tiian  savages  in 
life  and  manners.  Tliey  learned  nothing  about  Chris- 
tianity Troni  the  Britons,  whom  they  despised.  In 
597  A.  1).,  however,  Pope  Gregory  I.  sent  a  company 
of  Monks,  headed  f)y  St.  Augustine,  to  preach  the 
Cross  in  England.  The  Christian  faith  rapidly  spread 
throughout  the  whole  country,  carrying  civilization 
and  refinement  in  its  train. 

5.  No  sooner  was  the  power  of  Egbkrt  established 
in  the  land  than  new  enemies  began  to  attack  it  from 
abroad.  These  were  the  1).\nes  or  Norsemen,  the 
people  who  inhabited  Denmark  and  the  southern 
parts  of  Norway  and  Sweden.  The  Danes  were 
closely  related  to  the  English  in  origin  and    language. 

6.  At.FRLi'  i  HI-  (Irka'I'  was  the  most  important  of 
the  early  kings.      He  reigned  from  871  to  901. 

He  subdued  the  Danes.  He  encouraged  learning 
by  establishing  schools  and  employing  learned  inen  to 
teach  his  people.  He  founded  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford. He  kept  up  a  fleet,  and  did  all  he  could  to 
foster  the  seafaring  spirit  of  his  subjects.  To  his 
wisdom  we  can  trace  man)-  of  the  principles  of  mod- 
cm  British  law. 

Athelstan,  925  A.  1).,  is  remarkable  for  the  great 
encouragetnent  he  gave  to  commerce  by  granting  the 
title,  Thini;  to  every  merchant  who  made  three 
voyages  in  his  own  ships. 

Ethelred  the  Un'readv  was  a  weak  monarch. 
In  his  reign  the  Danes  returned  again  to  attack  the 
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English.  Ethelred  tried  to  buy  off  tlie  invaders,  the 
money  levied  for  this  purpose  being  called  Danegeld. 
The  effect  of  this  was  to  bring  the  pirates  back  in 
larger  numbers  to  demand  larger  bribes.  He  then 
ordered  a  general  massacre  of  all  the  I  )anes  living  in 
England.  Burning  to  revenge  this  cruel  act  Sweyn, 
the  Danish  king,  landed  in  England  with  a  large 
army,  1013  A.  1).,  and  Ethelred  fled  to  Normandy. 


THE  DANISH  PERIOD. 

FROM  1017  TO  1042. 


1.  After  a  fierce  struggle  the  Danes  s,ucceeded  in 
wresting  the  crown  of  England  from  the  English,  1017, 
and  they  held  it  for  twenty-five  years. 

2.  Three  Danish  Kings  (Cnut,  Harold  and  Har- 
thacnut),  filled  in  succession  the  English  throne. 
Cnut  was  a  great  King.  He  made  good  laws  and 
enforced  them. 

3.  When  the  last  Danish  king  died,  Edward  the 
Confessor  (son  of  Ethelred)  was  called  to  the  throne, 
1042,  and  thus  the  true  English  Line  was  restored. 
Edward  was  educated  in  Normandy,  and  when  he 
came  to  England  he  .surrounded  himself  with  Norman 
friends.  French  manners  and  influence  were  thus 
introduced  into  England  before  the  Norman  Conquest. 

4.  When  Edward  the  Confessor  died,  the  nearest 
heir  to  the  throne  was  a  boy  named  Eixjar  Atheling, 
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but  being  too  young  to  wield  the  sceptre  in  times  so 
stormy,  the  Witan,  or  Great  Council,  chose  as  king, 
Harold,  who  was  at  that  time  the  most  powerful 
noble  in  England,  A\'illiam,  Duke  of  Normandy, 
however,  declared  that  Edward  had  bequeathed  the 
crown  to  him,  and  that  Harold  himself  had  sworn  a 
solemn  oath  not  to  oppose  his  claims.  He,  therefore, 
came  over  with  a  powerful  army  and  claimed  the 
throne.  Harold  hastened  to  meet  him.  On  Senlac 
Heights,  near  Hastings,  the  two  armies  met  and  a 
terrible  battle  was  fought  (October  14,  1066).  Thou- 
sands of  brave  men  were  slain  on  both  sides.  In  the 
evening  Harold  fell,  and  his  army  fled.  Thus  William 
gained  the  victory  and  was  called  The  Conqueror. 


NORMAN    PERIOD. 

FROM  1066  TO  1154-88  YEARS-*  KINGS. 


WILLIAM  1.  began  to  reign 1066 

WILLIAM  IL     M  M      1087 

HENRY  L  M  "      HOC 

STEPHEN  ..  ..      1135101154 


WILLIAM  I.— The  Conqueror. 

Reigned  from  1066  A.  D.  to  1087  A.  D  —21  tears. 
I.  The  Conqueror,  after  the  battle   of  Senlac    or 
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Hastings,    marched   to   London,    and   was    crowned 
King  of  England  on  Christmas  Day,  1066. 

2.  The  chief  acts  of  his  reign  were  the  compilation 
of  the  Dortusday  Book,  the  institution  of  the  Curfew 
Bell,  and  the  laying  out  of  the  New  Forest. 

The  Domesday  Book  contained  an  account  of 
every  estate  in  England,  with  the  name  of  its  owner, 
and  an  account  of  the  cultivated  land  as  well  as  of 
the  forests,  rivers,  and  other  details. 

The  Curfew  was  a  bell  which  he  ordered  to  be 
rung  every  night  at  eight  o'clock,  in  every  parish,  as  a 
signal  for  the  people  to  put  out  all  their  lights  and 
fires. 

The  New  Forest  was  an  immense  hunting  ground 
comi^rising  the  whole  of  Hampshire  from  Winchester 
to  the  sea.  The  king  drove  all  the  inhabitants  from 
this  district,  and  destroyed,  it  is  said,  some  60  villages. 

3.  The  Feudal  System,  or  the  custom  of  serving 
in  war  instead  of  paying  rent,  was  introduced  into 
England  by  William  the  Conqueror.  By  it  all  the 
land  was  owned  by  the  king.  He  gave  large  districts 
to  his  nobles.  They  subdivided  it  among  the  gentry. 
These  sub-let  it  to  their  vassals.  In  every  case  a 
tenant,  instead  of  paying  his  rent  in  money,  corn  or 
cattle,  gave  only  a  small  portion  of  these,  and  for  the 
rest  was  obliged  to  fight  under  his  master's  banner 
without  pay  when  called  to  arms. 
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WILT.IAM  II.— RuFus. 

Reigxed  from  1087  A.  D.  to  1100  A.  D.— 13  ybars. 

1.  William  II.  was  called  Rufus  because  he  had  a 
ruddy  complexion.  He  was  a  strong  and  energetic 
ruler,  though  false  and  cruel.  The  Crusades  began 
in  this  reign. 

2.  The  Crusades,  or  Wars  of  the  Cross,  were  reli- 
gious military  expeditions,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
free  Jerusalem  from  the  rule  of  the  Saracens  or  Turks. 
The  first  Crusade  was  preached  by  Peter  the  Hermit- 
It  started  for  Jerusalem  1096  A.  I). 


HENRY  I. 
Rkioxkd  fkom  1100  A,  1),  TO  1135-35  ykars. 
Henry  I.  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  Conqueror. 
To  reconcile  all  to  his  accession  he  gave  the  people  a 
Charter,  in  which  he  promised  to  give  back  to  his 
subjects  their  old  laws,  and  to  reform  all  the  abuses 
which  had  crept  in  during  Rufus'  reign.  We  should 
remember  this  charter,  because  it  states  very  clearly, 
for  the  first  time,  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  puts 
bounds  to  the  power  of  the  king  by  saying  that  the 
freedom  of  the  people  cannot  lawfully  be  interfered 
with. 

2.  Henry  married  Maud,  daughter  of  Malcolm  III. 
of  Scotland,  and  niece  of  Edgar  Atheling.  By  this 
marriage  the  Norman  and  the  English  Royal  lines 
were  united. 
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STEPHEN  (Earl  of  Blois) 

ItKlGNEU  FROM  1135  A.  D.  TO  1154  h .  D,— 19  YEARS. 

1.  When  Henry  I.  died,  Maud,  his  daughter,  should 
Imve  succeeded  him.  The  barons,  however,  were 
unwilling  to  have  a  woman  for  their  ruler,  so  they  took 
Stephen,  a  son  of  Henry's  sister,  Adela,  for  their  king. 
War  soon  broke  out  between  Stephen  and  Maud. 
First  one  side  met  with  success,  then  the  other.  At 
Ia,st  Stephen  was  defeated  at  Lincoln  and  taken 
prisoner. 

2.  Maud  now  became  (jueen,  but  her  haughty 
spirit  soon  displeased  the  nation,  and  she  was  forced 
to  flee.     Stephen  was  once  more  called  to  the  throne. 

3.  Maud  had  a  son  named  Henry,  now  almost 
grown  up.  In  1 153  he  invaded  England  to  claim  the 
throne.  But  Stephen  agreed  that  at  his  death  Henry 
should  have  the  crown,  and  so  the  dispute  ended. 
Stephen  died  the  following  year,  11 54. 


PLANTAGENET  PER10J3. 

FROM  lloi  TO  1399-245  YEARS  -8  KINGS. 


HENRY  II.  began  to  reign  1154  I  EDWARD  I.  began  to  reign  1272 
RICHARD  I.        .1           M      11891  EDWARD  II.    -  -.  1307 

JOHN                    ..           M      11991  EDWARD  III.  ..  .,  1327 

HENRY  in 1216  I  RICHARD  II.    ..  ,,1377-1399 


HENRY  H. 

Reignkd  from  1154  to  1189—35  years. 
I.   H.KNRY  H.  was  the  son  of  (leoffrey    Flantagenet, 


I 


BKIilSH  HISTORY  NOTES.  I  7 

Count  of  Anjou,  and  Maud,  daughter  of  Henry  1. 
He  was  an  energetic  and  strong-willed  king.  Under 
his  firm  rule  the  distinction  between  Norman  and 
Englishman  rapidly  faded  away. 

2.  He  lessened  the  power  of  the  barons  by  destroy- 
ing many  of  their  castles,  and  desiring  to  rule  the 
clergy  he  made  his  intimate  friend,  Thomas  Becket, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Becket,  when  he  got  this 
great  power,  did  not  do  ks  Henry  wished,  and  soon 
they  became  most  bitter  enemies.  One  day  while  in 
France,  the  king  let  fall  some  hasty  words  of  vengen- 
ance,  and  taking  them  as  a  hint  to  get  rid  of  Becket, 
four  knights  proceeded  at  once  to  Canterbury,  and 
dashed  the  Archbishop's  brains  out  on  the  pavement 
of  his  own  cathedral,  1 1 70. 

3.  The  chief  event  of  Henry's  reign  was  the  Con- 
quest OF  Ireland,  1172. 

4.  In  the  provisions  of  one  of  Henry's  courts  for 
the  suppression  of  crime,  we  find  the  origin  of  Trial 
BY  Jury,  so  often  attributed  to  earlier  times.  Twelve 
1  awful  men  from  each  neighborhood,  and  foUr  from 
each  township,  were  sworn  to  present  those  who  were 
known  or  reputed  as  criminals,  within  their  district, 
before  the  king's  justices  for  trial.  These  jurors  were 
at  first  witnesses  more  than  anything  else.  It  was 
soon  found,  however,  that  they  often  knew  very  little 
about  the  matter  in  question,  so  they  were  allowed  to 
call  eyewitnesses,  who  had  seen  the  thing  themselves, 
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to  help  them.  Thus,  in  time,  the  jurors  came  to  fill 
the  positions  which  they  do  now,  of  deciding  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  matter  from  all  that  witnesses  can  tell 
about  it. 


RICHARD  I. 

Rkiohed  from  1189  A.  D.  to  1199  A,  D.— 10  TKA.R8. 

1.  Richard  I.  was  nothing  but  a  soldier,  whose  one 
desire  was  to  win  glory  on  the  plains  of  Palestine. 
Though  king  for  ten  years,  he  spent  only  six  months 
in  England.  He  took  part  in  the  Third  Crusadk 
with  the  King  of  France. 

2.  The  social  effects  of  the  Crusades  began  to  be 
felt  about  this  time.  They  excited  a  somewhat  kind- 
lier feeling  among  the  nations  leagued  in  a  common 
cause.  They  opened  up  the  east  to  commerce,  and 
poured  its  riches  into  England.  They  drained  the 
country  of  those  restless  spirits  whose  broils  convulsed 
society  unceasingly,  and  they  elevated  the  standing  of 
the  middle  classes  by  weakening  the  power  of  the 
barons,- whose  estates  began  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
the  more  wealthy  commoners. 

JOHN. 

Ukioxkd  fkom  1199  A.  D.  to  1216  A.  D.- 17  years. 

I.  John  was  the  youngest  son  of  Henry   K.    and 

brother  of  the  late  king.      Of  him  we  know  nothing 

good.     His  reign  was  nothing  but  disaster  and  tyranny. 
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2.  Early  in  John's  reign  Philip  II.,  King  of  Francei 
got  pos-session  of  Normandy,  almost  without  a  struggle, 
as  the  Normans  themselves  were  quite  willing  for  the 
change.  The  loss  of  Normandy  did  rhuch  to  unite 
the  English  people,  as  it  cut  off  the  English  barons 
from  Normandy,  thus  making  them  thorough  English- 
men. The  king,  too,  had  to  find  his  home  only  in 
England.  He  stood  face  to  face  with  his  people,  and 
had  no  other  power  to  fall  back  upeJn.  They  knew 
his  strength,  and  then  learned  to  know  their  own  too, 
and  came  to  feel  in  time  that  they  could  resist  him  if 
he  went  too  far. 

3.  The  barons  of  England  had  been  taxed  heavily 
all  through  John's  reign.  At  last,  roused  by  the  dis- 
honor and  loss  which  the  tyrant  had  heai>ed  upon 
them,  they  swore  to  suffer  no  longer.  They  drew  up 
a  list  of  things  they  wanted  to  have  set  right,  and  put 
them  in  the  form  of  a  charter  such  as  Henry  I.  had 
given.  The  barons,  clergy  and  people  were  united, 
and  John  was  obliged  to  submit.  He  signed  the 
Great  Charter  at  Runnymede,  1215. 

4.  The  Magna  Charta,  or  Great  Charter,  as  this 
document  was  called,  laid  down  that  the  church  should 
be  free.  The  king  was  not  to  raise  money  except  by 
the  con.sent  of  the  Great  Council.  Justice  was  to  be 
properly  administered,  and  no  freeman  was  to  be  pun- 
i.shed  or  dispossessed  of  his  land  except  by  the  judg- 
ment of  his  peers. 
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HENRY  III. 

RBIGNJfiD  FKOM  1216  A.  D.  TO  1272—56  YKAKS. 

1.  Henry  HI.  was  only  nine  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  so  the  P2arl  of  Pembroke,  a  wise  and  good 
statesman,  was  made  the  young  king's  guardian. 

2.  When  Henry  grew  up  he  preferred  foreigners  to 
his  own  countrymen,  and  this  gave  constant  offence. 
At  length  a  great  rebellion  broke  out,  called  the 
Baron's  War,  headed  by  Simon  oe  Montfort,  Earl 
of  Leicester.  A  battle  was  fought  at  Lewes,  where 
the  king's  army  was  defeated,  and  he  and  his  son 
Edward  were  taken  prisoners,   1264. 

3.  During  their  imprisonment  Montfort  called  to- 
gether a  Parliameni,  to  which  he  summoned  not  only 
the  Barons  and  Knights  of  the  shire  as  before,  but 
also  representatives  from  cities  and  towns.  This  was 
the  first  outline  of  parliament  as  we  now  have  it,  1265. 

4.  Edward  soon  escaped  from  confinement,  and 
rapidly  collecting  a  large  army,  marched  to  meet 
Montfort.  The  two  armies  met  at  Evesham,  where 
Montfort  was  defeated  and  slain.  Henry  HL  died 
1272,  having  reigned  longer  than  any  EngHsh  mon- 
arch before  or  since,  except  George  IH. 


EDWARD. 
Rkignkd  krom  1272  A,  D.  to  1307  A.  D'.— 35  ybabs. 
1.   Edward  I.  was  one  of  the  greatest  of  England's 
kings.      He   did  his    best    to    improve   the   laws,    to 
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Strengthen   the  government,  and  above  all,  to  make 
Parliament  more  fit  to  share  in  governing. 

2.  Edward  had  a  great  desire  to  conquer  Scotland 
and  Wales,  and  thus  bring  the  whole  island  under  his 
own  sway.  When  he  was  crowned,  Llewellyn,  the 
ruler  of  the  Welsh  people,  refused  to  do  him  homage. 
This  resulted  in  a  quarrel  which  ended  in  the  Con- 
<;uEST  OF  Wales,  1282.  The  title  Prince  of  Wales, 
borne  by  the  eldest  son  of  the  British  sovereign,  was 
first  conferred  upon  Edward's  eldest  son,  who  was 
born  in  the  Welsh  castle  of  Caernarvon. 

3.  Edward  now  turned  his  attention  to  Scotland. 
Just  at  this  time  the  death  of  Margaret,  the  "Maid  of 
Norway,"  obscured  the  Scottish  succession,  and  there 
were  thirteen  claimants  for  the  throne.  Edward 
claimed  the  right  to  decide  who  should  reign,  and 
adjudged  the  crown  to  John  Baliol.  The  new  king, 
however,  being  repeatedly  called  to  London  to  answer 
for  his  conduct,  found  his  vassalage  so  irksome  that 
he  rose  in  arms.  But  his  feeble  resistance  was  soon 
subdued,  and  he  was  dethroned.  War  soon  broke 
out  again.  Sir  William  Wallace  won  a  great  vic- 
tory near  Stirling,  but  was  shortly  afterwards  surpris- 
ed, taken  prisoner  and  executed.  A  few  years  after- 
wards Robert  Bruce  drove  Edward's  armies  out  of 
the  country  and  was  crowned  king. 

4.  In  1295  Edward,  greatly  pressed  for  money, 
called  together  a  Varliament  which  represented  allthe 


BRITISH  MISTORV  NOTES. 


classes  or  estates  of  the  realm.  This  was  a  model 
parliament,  and  founded  on  the  same  ideas  as  our 
parliament  of  the  present  day.  In  calling  it  together, 
Edward  I.  laid  down  the  great  principle  on  which 
parliament  now  rests,  that  "  what  touches  all  should 
be  approved  by  all."  In  his  reign  it  was  enacted  for 
the  first  time  that  no  tax  should  be  raised  by  the  king 
without  the  consent  of  Farliament. 


EDWARD  II. 
Reigned  from  1307  A.  D.  to  1327  A.  D.— 20  vkhw. 

1.  Edward  II.  had  none  of  the  great  qualities  of  his 
father.  Like  Henry  HI.  he  forfeited  the  esteem  of 
his  people  by  his  partiality  for  worthless  foreigners. 
Piers  Gaveston,  a  vicious  companion  of  his  boy- 
hood, whom  Edward  I.  had  banished,  was  recalled. 
The  splendor  of  Gaveston  so  e.xcited  the  jealousy  of 
the  nobles  that  he  was  seized  and  put  to  death,   1312. 

2.  In  Scotland,  Bruce  had  been  gaining  ground. 
He  had  won  most  of  the  strongholds  in  the  land,  and 
was  besieging  Stirling.  Edward  II.,  roused  to  try  and 
prevent  its  fall,  led  a  large  army  to  its  relief  Bruce 
chose  his  ground  well,  and  the  English  were  entirely 
defeated  at  the  battle  of  Bannockburn,  13 14.  Scot- 
tish independence  was  henceforth  established. 

3.  Edward's  Queen,  Isabella,  was  a  very  wicked 
woman.  Having  openly  quarrelled  with  the  king  she 
fled  to  France,  raised  an   army   and   returned.       The 
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barons  declared  in  her  favour,  and  Edward  was  forced 
to  flee.  He  was  soon  captured,  and  the  revolution 
was  ended  by  parliament  declaring  that  Edward  II. 
was  incapable  of  governing.  His  young  son  was  hailed 
as  king.  Eight  months  afterwards  the  deposed  mon- 
arch was  murdered  in  Berkeley  Castle,  1327. 


EDWARD  III. 

REiONiiD  PKOM  1327  A.  D.  TO  1377  A.  D.— 50  ykarS. 

1.  To  rule  over  France  as  well  as  England  was  the 
great  effort  of  Edward's  life,  and  as  there  was  at  that 
time  a  dispute  about  the  crown  of  that  country,  he 
collected  all  the  men  and  money  he  could  and  went 
over  to  try  for  it  himself  This  was  the  commence- 
ment of  the  "Hundred  Years'  War,"  so  called  be- 
cause, though  there  was  not  constant  fighting,  there 
was  no  lasting  peace  during  all  that  time. 

After  fighting  several  battles,  he  marched  toward 
Calais,  and  was  met  by  the  French  army  at  Crecv, 
1346,  where  a  great  victory  was  won  by  the  English, 
chiefly  through  the  bravery  of  Edward,  Prince  of 
Wales,  then  a  lad  of  sixteen,  surnamed  the  Black 
Prince,  from  the  color  of  his  armor.  Calais  was 
taken  in  1347,  and  remained  in  the  possession  of  the 
English  for  over  two  hundred  years. 

2.  The  Black  Death,  a  terrible  plague  which  had 
.swept  over  the  southern  part  of  Europe,  visited  Eng- 
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land  in  the  year  1 348,  and  killed,  it  is  estimated 
about  half  of  the  population.  The  rate  of  wages 
doubled,  and  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  land  tilled  at 
all. 

3.  In  1356  was  fought  the  great  battle  of  Poitjers, 
in  which  a  small  English  force  put  to  flight  a  French 
army  of  seven  times  their  number.  The  French  king 
and  his  son  were  taken  prisoners  and  brought  over  to 
England. 

4.  From  the  sons  of  Edward  III.  sprang  the  Houses 
of  Lancaster  and  York  :  the  House  of  I^ncaster 
from  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  1-ancaster ;  and  that 
of  York  from  Edmund,  Duke  of  York.  The  des- 
cendants of  these  two  sons,  in  their  contests  for  the 
crown  in  after  years,  deluged  England  with  blood. 

5.  John  Wvcliffe  lived  in  this  and  the  next  reign. 
His  great  work  was  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into 
English.     His  followers  were  called  Lom.ard.s. 


RICHARD  II. 

Reignkd  from  1377  A.  D.  to  1399  A.  D.— 22  yeabs. 

1.  Richard  II.  was  the  son  of  the  Black  Prince,  and 
grandson  of  the  late  King.  He  was  a  vain,  weak  and 
foolish  king. 

2.  The  first  memorable  event  of  the  reign  was  a 
rebellion  excited  by  a  tax  of  one  shilling  a  head,  on 
every  person  over  fifteen.  A  blacksmith  named  Wai" 
Tyler  was  the  leader.     This  tax  was  felt  to  be  unjust 
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her  crown  to  her  infant  son,  James  VI.  Escaping, 
she  fled  to  England  and  implored  the  pity  of  Eliza- 
beth. Contrary  to  expectation  she  was  thrown  into 
prison,  and  after  nineteen  years  confinement,  was  tried 
for  sharing  in  a  conspiracy  against  Elizabeth's  life, 
condemned  and  executed,  1587. 

4.  The  greatest  event  in  Elizabeth's  reign  was  the 
defeat  of  the  "Invincible  Armada,"  an  immense  fleet 
fitted  out  by  Philip  II.,  of  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of 
crushing  the  English  power,  1588.  This  great  victory 
did  much  for  England.  It  taught  her  how  strong  she 
was,  and  the  great  danger  through  which  the  country 
had  gone  united  the  people.  Catholic  and  Protestant 
alike  had  gathered  together  to  fight  for  their  country's 
freedom  :  they  forgot  their  divisions,  and  only  re- 
membered that  they  were  Englishmen. 

5.  The  statesman  by  whose  advice  Elizabeth  was 
guided  in  all  the  leading  transactions  of  her  reign  was 
William  Cecil,  afterwards  I^ord  Burleigh.  The  first 
English  settlement  in  America  was  made  by  Sir 
AValter  Raleigh,  in  1584,  and  was  called  Virginia,  after 
the  virgin  queen.  William  Shakespeare,  one  of  the 
greatest  of  English  writers,  and  Francis  Bacon,  the 
great  philosopher,  flourished  in  this  and  the  next  reign. 


The  power  of  the  Crown  during  the  Tudor  period 
may  be  said  to  have  been  absolute.      It  is  true  that 


38  BRITISH  HISTORV  NOTES. 

Parliaments  existed,  but  they  were  meek  and  submis- 
sive and  did  whatever  the  king  or  queen  told  them. 


TABLE  CONNECTING  THE  TO'DORS  AND  S  I'UARTS 
(The  double  line  marks  the  descent.) 

Hestky  VII. 

II 

Arthur,         Hexrv  Viri.       Margaret,         Marv,  marriert 
(died  young.)  I  married  Jaraea  IV.    1.  Lours  XII. 

I  of  Scotland.  2.  Ch.  Braxdon, 

I  11'  D.  of  Suffolk. 

Edward  VI.  Mary.  Elizabeth.  JamissV.   Margh.of  Dor^ikt. 
B  i 

Mary  QufEEV  ok  Scots.    Lady  Jan'e  Grkv. 

li 
James  VI.  of  Scotland, 
and  I.  of  England. 


STUART  PERIOD. 

FEOM  1603  A.  D.  TO  1711-111  YKAR3--6  SOVERKtGNS. 


JAMES  L  began  to  reisrn    ....1603 

CHARLESL  ..  .-         1625 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  (Cromwell  Protector).  1649 

CHARLES  IL       began  to  reign  1660 

JAMESIL  ..  168.5 

WILLIAM  IIL  and  MARY  II 1689 

ANNE    began  to  reign 1702tol714 


JAMES  I. 

Ueign'kd  from  1603  A.D.  to  1625  A.D.— 'ii  ykaks. 
I .  James  I.  of  England  had  been  for  several  years 
King   of  Scotland   when   he   ascended   the    English 
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throne.  He  was  son  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
daughter  of  James  V.  of  Scotland,  who  was  the  son  of 
Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  VH.  of  England. 
Scotland  and  England  were  thus  brought  under  the 
rule  of  one  king,  though  each  country  still  kept_  its 
own  parliament. 

2.  James  determined  to  rule  absolutely,  but  Parlia- 
ment began  to  assert  the  rights  which  it  exercised 
before  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  and  thus  began  the 
famous  struggle  which  caused  one  Stuart  Sovereign  to 
be  executed  and  another  to  be  dethroned,  but  which 
ended  in  establishing  once  and  forever  the  principle 
that  the  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain  reigns  only  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  and  is  bound  by  the  laws  just  as 
much  as  the  poorest  of  his  subjects. 

3.  James  soon  became  closely  attached  to  the 
Kpi.scopalian  form  of  worship  and  strictly  enforced 
the  Act  of  Uniformity,  which  was  passed  in  Eliza- 
beth's reign.  This  Act  greatly  oppressed  the  Puritans 
and  the  Catholics.  Not  allowed  to  meet  quietly  for 
worship,  even  in  private  houses,  many  of  the  Puritans 
thought  of  leaving  England  altogether.  In  1620  a 
small  band  of  resolute  men  and  women  sailed  away 
over  the  Atlantic  in  a  little  vessel  called  the  Mav- 
I'l.owER,  and  landed,  about  the  end  of  December,  on 
the  then  wild,  rough,  desolate  coast  of  North  America, 
seeking,  to  them,  the  most  precious  of  all  privileges, 
"freedom  to  worship  God.*^'  They  called  their  adopted 
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country  "New  England."  These  brave  men,  "Thk 
Pilgrim  Fathers,"  as  we  call  them,  were  the 
founders  of  the  great  American  Nation. 

4.  The  discontent  of  some  of  the  Catholic  leaders- 
took  a  more  terrible  shape.  They  resolved  to  blow 
up  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  by  gunpowder, 
1605.  A  cellar  under  the  Parliament  House  was 
hired  and  the  powder  secretly  placed  therein.  Robert 
Catesby  and  Everard  Digby  were  the  chief  conspira- 
tors. Guy  Fawkes  was  employed  to  light  the  fatal 
train.  The  plot  was  discovered,  however,  and  the 
ringleaders  executed. 

5.  'J'he  great  Walter  Raleigh  was  imprisoned  early 
in  this  reign  on  a  supposed  charge  of  treason,  and 
after  twelve  years'  confinement,  was  put  to  death  to 
plea.se  the  King  of  Spain. 


CHARLES    I. 

Rejonbd  from  1625  a.  D.  to  1649  A.  D.— 21  years. 
I.  Charles  L,  like  his  father,  the  late  king,  wished 
to  be  absolute.  He  dissolved  two  Parliaments  within 
a  year,  and  began  to  raise  money  on  his  own  author- 
ity. A  war  with  France  so  increased  his  difficulties 
that  he  was  forced  to  summon  a  third  Parliament. 
Before  granting  any  money,  however,  the  Commons 
drew  up  the  famous  "  Pp:tition  of  Richts,"  and 
compelled  the  king  to  sign  it. 
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and  Thomas  Cranmer,  the  newly  appointed  legate, 
having  pronounced  the  marriage  with  Katharine  null 
and  void,  the  king  privately  married  Anne  Boleyn. 
This  led,  by  degrees,  to  the  great  changes  in  the  Eng- 
lish Church  which  took  place  in  this  reign,  called  the 
Reformation. 

5.  The  English  Reformation  was  brought  about 
by  a  feeling,  which  had  been  growing  for  many  years, 
that  the  Pope  interfered  too  much  in  English  affairs. 
Men  thought,  too,  especially  the  followers  of  John 
Wycliffe,  that  many  of  the  doctrines  of  the  clergy  were 
not  in  accordance  with  the  scriptures.  Moreover, 
Martin  Luther  was  at  this  time  opposing  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  Germany,  and  many  people 
followed  his  opinions.  So  that  when  Henry  quarrel- 
led with  the  Pope,  and  desired  to  make  himself  head 
of  the  English  Church,  the  greater  part  of  the  people 
of  England  agreed  to  it.  Thus  the  long,  long  quarrel 
which  had  been  going  on  at  intervals  since  the  days 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  was  settled  at  last,  and 
England  and  her  king  were  free. 

6.  Henry  was  married  six  times  and  left  three 
children,  Edward,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  With  all  his 
faults  and  inconsistencies,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that,  compared  with  other  countries  in  Europe,  he 
guided  England  through  a  most  dangerous  and 
exciting  crisis  prudently  and  successfully.  In  Ger- 
many and  Holland  the  Reformation  had  caused  long 
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and  terrible  wars  before  it  was  established.  In  France 
and  Spain  it  was  crushed  out  altogether.  In  England 
it  was  established  almost  peaceably,  and  soon,  though 
not  all  at  once,  took  firm  root  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 


EDWARD  VI. 

Reigned  fkom  1547  A.D.  to  1553  A.D.-6  years. 

1.  Edward  VI.  was  only  in  his  tenth  year  when  his 
father  died.  The  Duke  of  Somerset  was  made  Pro- 
tector. He  attacked  the  Scots  that  he  might  compel 
them  to  give  their  young  Queen,  Mary,  in  marriage  to 
Edward  VI.  The  Scots  were  defeated  at  Pinkie, 
1547,  but  this  only  made  them  draw  closer  to  France, 
whether  Mary  was  sent,  and  was  soon  married  to  the 
heir  to  the  French  throne. 

2.  The  great  event  of  this  reign  was  the  completion 
of  the  English  Reformation.  The  Church  of  England 
began  to  assume  her  present  form — a  work  in  which 
Archbishop  Cranmer  took  the  largest  share. 

3.  Somerset  becoming  un[)opular  resigned  his 
office,  and  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  succeeded 
him.  Edward  was  a  weakly  boy,  and  not  likely  to 
live  long.  Northumberland  persuaded  him  that  he 
had  power  to  settle  who  should  succeed  him. 
Accordingly    Edward   drew   up  a   will  by  which  his 
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sisters  were  set  aside  and  the  throne  left  to  his  cousin, 
Lady  Jane  Grey,  whom  Northumberland  had  married 
to  his  son,  Guilford  Dudley. 


MARY. 

Rkioneo  krom  1553  A.D.  to  1.558  A.D.—S  ykars. 

1.  When  Edward  VI.  died.  Lady  Jane  Grey  was 
proclaimed  queen  by  order  of  Northumberland.  But 
men  did  not  like  to  see  the  old  customs  set  aside  in 
this  way,  and  would  have  none  but  their  lawful  queen, 
Mary,  to  reign  over  them.  Accordingly  she  was 
everywhere  hailed  as  the  first  queen  of  England. 

2.  Mar)'  was  a  zealous  Catholic  and  was  anxious  to 
bring  back  into  England  the  old  religion.  She  set  up 
again  the  headship  of  the  Pope  over  the  English 
Church.  She  married  Philip,  heir  to  the  Spanish 
throne.  This  .marriage  was  not  liked,  as  the  people 
feared  that  England  would  become  a  province  of 
Spain.  Lady  Jane  Grey  and  her  husband  were  put 
to  deatli.  Mary  thought  it  her  duty  to  compel  men 
to  give  up  Protestantism.  Persecution  was  begun, 
and  many  of  the  leading  Protestants  were  burned  at 
the  stake. 

3.  In  1558  the  French  took  Calais,  and  the  last  of 
all  the  English  possessions  in  France  was  lost.  Mary 
died  shortl)'  afterwards. 
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ELIZABETH. 

Rbmnbd  prom  1658  a;D.  t©  1603  A.D.— «  tears. 

1.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  VHI.  and  Anne 
Boleyn,  succeeded  to  the  throne.  Being  a  Protestant, 
she  at  once  decided  to  do  away  with  the  Pope's  supre- 
macy. The  Act  of  Uniformity,  which  ordered 
that  no  other  services  should  be  used  than  those  laid 
down  in  the  Prayer  Book,  was  passed  and  strictly  en- 
forced. So  that  persecution  again  became  common 
in  England,  though  now  it  had  more  of  a  political 
than  a  religious  meaning,  Elizabeth  believing  that 
England  must  be  kept  in  one  religion  if  it  were  to  be 
kept  an  independent  state. 

2.  Many  of  the  extreme  Protestants  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  bitterly  objected  to  certain  forms  in  the 
worship  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  desiring  to 
establish  what  they  termed  a  purer  form  of  worship^ 
were  nick-named  Puritans. 

3.  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  became  Queen  of  France 
in  1559,  and  claimed  the  title  of  Queen  of  England 
also,  she  being  the  granddaughter  of  Henry  VlH.'s 
eldest  sister,  Margaret.  Meanwhile  Scotland  had 
taken  up  the  Reformation  still  more  vigorously  than 
England  had  done.  Left  a  widow  in  1561,  Mary 
returned  to  her  native  land,  but  being  a  zealous 
Catholic  she  did  not  suit  the  Protestants  among  her 
people.  Accused  of  assisting  to  murder  her  second 
husband,  she  was  made  prisoner  and  forced  to  resign 
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EDWARD  V. 
Hbionbd  kbom  APRIL,  1483  A.  D.  TO  JUNE,  1483  A.  D.— 2  months. 

1.  Edward  V.  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died.  His  uncle,  Richard  of  Gloucester, 
was  made  Protector.  He  wanted  to  be  king  himself, 
so  he  had  the  young  Edward  and  his  little  brother, 
the  Duke  of  York,  placed  in  the  Tower,  pretending  it 
was  for  their  safety. 

2.  Soon  after  some  nobles,  whose  favor  he  had 
gained,  offered  him  the  crown. .  With  pretended  un- 
willingness the  Protector  consented,  and  was  pro- 
«:laimed  king. 

RICHARD  HI. 
Hkigned  prom  1483  A.  D.  to  1485  A.  D.— 2  years. 

1.  Richard's  young  nephews  disappeared  in  the 
Tower,  murdered,  it  is  said,  by  hired  assassins.  A 
strong  party  against  him  existed  in  the  nation,  and  it 
was  proposed  that  Henry  Tudor,  Earl  of  Richmond, 
who  was  the  representative  of  the  House  of  Lancaster, 
should  have  the  crown. 

2.  The  people  longed  for  peace,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  Henry  should  marry  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Edward  IV.,  the  representative  of  the  House  of  York, 
and  so  unite  the  parties  which  had  so  long  striven 
against  one  another. 

3.  Henry  landed  in  England,  and  the  rival  armies 
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met  at  Bosworth  Field,  and  a  desperate  battle 
ensued,  1485 — the  last  of  the  Roses.  Henry  was 
victorious.     Richard  was  slain. 

4.  The  Wars  of  the  Roses  destroyed  nearly  all  the 
great  English  barons,  and  with  them  ended  the 
Feudal  System,  together  with  Villenage,  or  slavery, 
which  had  been  common  in  England  for  many  cen- 
turies. 

TUDOR    PERIOD. 

FROM  1485  TO  1603  A.D.  -118  YEARS— 5  SOVEREIGNS. 


HENRY  Vn.  began  to  reign 1485 

HENRY  Vni.      "  "      1509 

EDWARD  VI.      "  "     1547 

MARY  "  "     r553 

ELIZABETH        "  "     1558  to  1603 

HENRY  VII. 

Rbioned  from  1485  A.  D.  to  1509  A.  D  — 24  vkakh. 
I.  Henry  VII.  claimed  the  throne  by  right  of  in- 
heritance and  of  conquest.  His  enemies  set  uj)  pre- 
tenders, whose  schemes  forced  him  to  be  very  cauti- 
ous. The  first  of  these  pretenders  was  I -amber  1 
SiMNEL,  who  said  he  was  the  son  of  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  and  heir  to  the  throne.  His  followers, 
however,  were  soon  dispersed  by  the  king's  army. 
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2.  Shortly  after  this  a  young  man  named  PerkIn 
Warbeck  said  he  was  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was 
said  to  have  been  murdered  in  the  Tower  by  Richard 
III.  His  standard  was  joined  by  many  of  the  highest 
noblemen  in  the  land.  For  some  time  he  gave  the 
king  alarm,  but  at  last  his  followers  abandoned  him 
and  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  executed. 

3.  Columbus  discovered  the  Bahama  Islands,  1492. 
Cabot,  sent  by  Henry  VII.,  discovered  Labrador, 
1497,  and  sailed  along  the  eastern  coast  of  North 
America  as  far  as  Maryland.  In  the  same  year,  1497, 
Vasco  di  Gama  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
thus  opening  a  watery  pathway  to  India. 

4.  Margaret,  Henry's  eldest  daughter,  married 
James  IV.,  of  Scotland,  1503,  and  so  prepared  the 
way  for  the  union  of  England  and  Scotland,  under 
one  king,  just  one  hundred  years  afterwards.   ■ 

HENRY  VIII. 

Reigkbd  prom  1509  A.  D.  to  1517  A.  D.— S8  teaks. 
I.  Henry  VIII.,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  mar- 
ried his  brother's  widow,  Katharine,  daughter  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  desiring,  by  this  means,  to  make  the 
alliance  which  his  father  had  made  with  that  country 
more  certain.  He  shortly  afterwards  invaded  France, 
but  the  results  were  unimportant. 

While  Henry  was  in  France,  James  IV.  of  Scotland 
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invaded  England,  but  was  defeated  and  slain,  together 
with  the  flower  of  the  nation,  at  Flodden,  15 13. 

2.  Thomas  Wolsey  was  Henry  VIIL's  chief 
adviser  during  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  reign. 
Wolsey  was  a  man  of  wonderful  talents,  and  succeeded 
in  making  England  respected  in  Europe  more  than 
she  had  been  since  the  days  of  Henry  V.  He  raised 
himself  to  the  highest  pitch  of  favor.  He  was  made 
Archbishop  of  York,  Chancellor,  Cardinal,  Papal 
Legate,  and  he  expected  to  be  pope.  Failing,  how- 
ever, to  obtain  a  divorce  for  Henry  as  soon  as  wished, 
he  was  disgraced  and  arrested  for  high  treason,  but 
died  before  any  farther  steps  could  be  taken  against 
him. 

3.  During  the  early  part  of  Henry's  1-eign  England 
and  Spain  remained  friendly.  But  circumstances  so 
changed  that  Henry  thought  it  better  to  ally  himself 
with  France.  His  wife  was  entirely  devoted  to  Spain. 
She  was  several  years  older  than  he.  He  had  fallen 
in  love  with  a  beautiful  young  lady  of  the  court,  Anne 
Boleyn.  So  that  for  reasons  political  and  personal  he 
wished  to  divorce  Katharine  and  marry  Anne. 

4.  Henry  applied  for  a  divorce  to  Pope  Clement 
Vn.,  who,  equally  unwilling  to  offend  Henry  or 
Katharine's  nephew,  the  Emperor  Charles,  at  that 
time  also  a  powerful  monarch,  did  not  known  what  to 
do.  After  the  matter  had  dragged  on  for  some  years, 
Henry  took  it  into  his  own  hands,  defied  the  Pope, 
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as  the  poor  had  to  pay  as  much  as  the  rich.  The 
peasants  demanded,  among  other  things,  that  a  fixed 
.lent  for  land  should  take  the  place  of  the  service  to 
the  lords.  The  king  promised  to  grant  their  requests, 
and  the  rebellion  was  soon  over. 

3.  A  quarrel  arising  between  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
and  the  Duke  of  Hereford,  son  of  John  of  Gaunt,  the 
king  banished  both— Norfolk  for  life,  and  Hereford 
for  ten  years.  Norfolk  never  returned,  but  Hereford 
came,  as  he  said,  to  demand  the  estates  of  his  dead 
father,  which  Richard  had  seized.  The  nobles  of  the 
land  joined  Hereford  Richard  was  taken  prisoner^ 
compelled  to  resign  the  crown,  deposed  by  Parliament, 
and  shortly  afterwards  murdered.  The  Duke  of 
Hereford  was  crowned  as  King  Henry  IV,  of  Eng- 
land. 


LANCASTRIAN  PERIOD. 

FROM  1.399  A,  D.  TO  1461-62  YBARS-3  KINGS. 


HENRY  ]V.  began  to  reign. 1399 

HENRY  V.         "  "     1413 

HENRY  VI.       "  "     1422  to  1461 


HENRY  IV. 
Keigned  from  1399  A.D.  T©  1413  A.D.— 14  years. 
I.  Henry  IV. 's  reign  was  full  of  troubles.     A  great 
rebellion  was  raised,  headed  by  the  Percies,  father  and 
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son.  The  king  met  them  at  Shrewsbury,  1403, 
where  a  bloody  battle  was  fought,  at  which  the  rebels 
were  defeated,  and  young  Harrj'  Percy,  sometimes 
called  Hotspur,  slain. 


HENRY  V. 

IlfilGXED  KROM  Ul.'?  A.D.  TO  1121  A. 0.-9  YEAttS. 

1.  Henry  V.  was  a  warrior  and  a  statesman.  His 
great  ambition  was  to  obtain  possession  of  France. 
He  therefore  invaded  it,  and  in  141 5  won  the  great 
battle  of  Agincourt  with  9,000  troops  against  60,000. 

2.  The  Tre.viy  of  Troyes  was  made  in  1420,  by 
which  Henry  was  to  marry  Catharine,  the  French 
king's  daughter,  and  was  to  succeed  him  on  the  throne 
of  France.     He  died  in  France,  i42«. 

3.  His  widow,  Catharine,  married  a  Welsh  gentle- 
man named  Owen  Tudor,  and  from  them  sprang  the 
royal  house  of  Tudor,  of  which  the  first  king  was 
Henry  VH. 

4.  The  Commons  gained  in  this  reign  an  important 
^)oint — that  no  law  should  be  enforced  until  it  had 
received  their  assent.  They  were  gradually  establish- 
ing their  right  to  vote  supplies  of  money,  and  to 
enquire  into  the  expenditure. 
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P 


HENRY  VI. 

Kkionkd  from  14-22  A.D.  to  1461  A.D.— 39  YEARS. 


1.  Henry  VI.  was  only  ten  months  old  when  his 
father  died.  A  council  of  twenty,  with  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester  at  their  head,  managed  the  affairs  of  the 
nation.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  made  Regent  of 
France.  The  French  ^  war  was  continued,  and  for 
some  time  all  went  well  with  the  English.  But  sud- 
denly a  change  came. 

2.  Joan  of  Arc,  a  young  peasant  girl,  full  of  belief 
that  she  had  a  mission  from  heaven  to  free  her  coun- 
try, led  the  French  troops  to  victory.  Falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  English,  Joan  was  burned  alive  at 
Rouen,  1431.  But  the  English  hold  on  France  was 
lost,  and  in  a  short  time  Calais  was  the  only  English 
possession  in  that  country. 

3.  The  Wars  of  the  Roses  began  in  this  reign. 
They  were  so  called  because  the  badge  of  the  House 
of  Lancaster  was  a  red  rose,  and  that  of  the  House  of 
York  a  white  one.  They  were  caused  by  Richard, 
Duke  of  York,  claiming  the  throne,  as  rightful  heir, 
and  raising  an  army  against  Henry.  They  began 
1455,  and  lasted  thirty  years.  Twelve  bloody  battles 
were  fought.  The  first  was  St.  Albans,  1455 — the 
last  Bosworth,  1485.  At  first  the  Lancastrian  party 
was  unsuccessful,  and  Henry  VI.  was  dethroned,  but 
in  the  end  it  triumphed. 
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YORKIST  PERIOD. 

FROM  1461  TO  1485-24  YEARS- 3  KINGS. 

EDWARD  IV.,  began  to  reign 1461 

EDWARD  V.         "  •'    .......1483 

RICHARD  III.     "  "    1483101485 

EDWARD  IV. 

Rejgned  from  1461  A.D.  to  1483  A.D.-22  YEAJiS. 

1.  Though  young  Edward  had  obtained  the  crown 
he  was  not  allowed  to  hold  it  in  peace.  The  Earl  of 
Warwick,  called  The  King  Maker,  having  quarrel- 
led with  Edward,  resolved  to  try  to  deprive  him  of  his 
throne.  Joining  Margaret,  Henry  VI. 's  queen,  in 
exile,  they  sailed  to  England  and  raised  so  large  an 
army  that  Edward  was  forced  to  flee,  and  Henry  was 
restored. 

2.  Edward,  however,  soon  returned,  and  at  the 
terrible  battle  of  Barnet,  1471,  defeated  and  slew 
the  King  Maker.  While  at  Tewkesbury,  soon  after, 
Margaret  was  defeated,  and  her  son  Edward  slain. 
In  a  short  time  afterwards  King  Henry  was  murdered, 
a  prisoner  in  the  Tower. 

3.  The  Art  of  Printing  was  introduced  into 
England  by  William  Caxton,  1473.  I  he  first  book 
ever  printed  on  English  ground  was  called  "  The 
Game  and  Playe  of  Chesse." 
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2.  The  Petition  of  Rights  provided  (i)  That  the 
king  should  not  raise  money  without  the  consent  of 
Parliament ;  (2)  That  soldiers  should  not  be  billeted 
in  private  houses ;  (3)  That  no  person  should  be 
detained  in  prison  without  cause.  The  importance  of 
this  charter  is  second  only  to  the  Magna  Charter. 

3.  Charles  did  not  long  regard  the  solemn  promise 
he  had  made,  and  went  on  raising  money  as  before. 
Parliament  then  declared  that  whoever  paid  the  taxe.s 
imposed  by  the  king  was  an  enemy  of  the  liberties  of 
England.  Charles  at  once  dissolved  the  House,  and 
put  nine  of  the  members  in  prison,  where  one — Sir 
John  Eliot — died.  For  eleven  years  (1629  to  1640) 
no  parliament  was  called.  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth, 
afterwards  made  Earl  of  Stafford,  and  Archbishop 
Laud,  were  the  king's  chief  advisers  during  these 
years. 

4.  In  former  times,  before  the  nation  had  a  regular 
fleet,  and  when  there  was  danger  of  invasion,  the 
(government  sometimes  called  upon  the  counties  and 
large  towns  on  the  seacoast  to  provide  ships  to  defend 
the  country.  If  they  had  no  ships  ready  or  to  spare, 
the  king  would  take  money  from  them  and  fit  out  the 
ships  himself.  Now,  under  the  name  of  Ship-Monev, 
Charles  laid  this  tax  on  the  whole  land.  It  was  a  war 
tax  in  time  of  peace,  and  the  whole  country  was 
alarmed  and  indignant.  John  Hampden,  a  gentle 
man  who  lived  in  Buckinghamshire,  a  long  way  from 
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the  sea,  had  tlie  courage  to  refuse  ^o  pay.  The  tax 
was  only  a  few  shillings,  and  Hampden  was  rich,  but 
a  great  principle — the  liberty  of  England — was  at 
stake.  The  case  was  tried,  and  a  majority  of  the 
judges,  who  were  at  that  time  mere  tools  of  the  king, 
gave  judgment  against  Hampden. 

5.  Charles  determined  to  enforce  Episcopacy  upon 
the.  people  of  Scotland,  and  they  rebelled  in  conse- 
quence. A  Scottish  array  invaded  England  in  1640, 
and  Charles  was  forced  to  summon  Parliament  again. 
This  Parliament  is .  known  as  the  "  Long  Parlia- 
ment," from  the  length  of  time  which  it  lasted.  John 
Hampden  was  one  of  its  leaders.  Stafford  and  Laud 
were  impeached,  and  both  were  executed.  During 
the  session  of  1642  the  Commons  drew  up  the  Grand 
Remonstrance,  which  was  a  statement  of  all'  the 
misgovernment  of  Charles  I.  since  he  came  to  the 
throne.  Charles  accused  Hampden  and  four  others 
of  high  treason,  and  came  down 'to  the  House  witli 
soldiers  to  take  them  prisoners.  Timely  warned,  the 
accused  had  withdrawn,  and  the  attempt  failed.  The 
citizens  of  London  protected  the  five  members.  In  a 
few  days  Parliament  recalled  them,  and  they  returned 
to  their  seats  in  triumph,  accompanied  by  immense 
crowds.  The  king  left  London  and  Parliament  asked 
to  api>oint  the  officers  of  the  Militia.  Charles  refused, 
and  the  Civil  War  began. 

6.  The    Creat    ENor.iSH     Rsuf.m.ion    began    i;; 
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1642,  caused,  as  we  have  seen,  by  "the  tyranny  of 
Clharles  I.  The  followers  of  the  king  were  called 
Cavaliers,  the  followers  of  the  Parliament,  Round- 
heads, from  the  Puritan  fashion  of  wearing  the  hair 
closely  cropped.  The  first  battle  was  at  Edgehill, 
which  decided  nothing.  The  second  was  at  Marston 
Mock,  where  the  king's  army  was  defeated.  The  third 
and  last  was  at  Nasebv,  1645,  where  the  king  was 
again  defeated,  and  his  cause  hopelessly  lost.  Charles 
some  time  afterwards  surrendered  himself  to  the  Scot- 
tish army,  ,and  was  by  it  subsequently  delivered  up  to 
the  English  Parliament  Finding  that  some  of  the 
lembers  were  inclined  to  come  to  terms  with  Charles, 
'olonel  Pride  marched  to  the  House  of  Commons 
'with  a  regiment  of  soldiers  and  kept  over  one  hundred 
of  those  members  out.  The  remainder  of  the  Parlia 
ment  appointed  a  Commission  to  try  the  king.  He 
was  sentenced  to  death,  and  publicly  executed  in 
front  of  \yhitehall  Palace,  January  30th,  1649. 

',^7,  Oliver  Cromwell  vvas  the  most  extraordinary 
man  of  this  period.  He  had  been  elected  a  member 
of  the  Long  Parliament,  aad  when  the  Civil  War 
began,  his  iron  will  and  true  genius  for  command, 
soon  put  him  at  the  head  of  everything.  To  his  skill 
the  triumph  of  the  army  of  the  ParHament  is  owing, 
and  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  justify  some  of  his 
acts,  it  can  hardly  be  denied  but  that  he  saved  Eng- 
land at  this  time  from  despotism  and  ruin. 
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THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

FROM  I«9  TO  vm-U  YEARS. 

1.  The  execution  of  Charles  I.  was  not  what  a 
jnajority  of  the  English  people  wanted  They  desired 
only  that  his  power  should  be  limited.  There  was  a 
party,  however,  called  Independents,  with  Cromwell 
at  their  head,  who  wished  to  set  up  a  new  ferm  of 
Government,  and  having  got  the  upper  hand  by 
means  of  the  army,  they  did  away  with  the  monarchy 
and  established  a  Commonwealth,  which  lasted  eleven 
years. 

2.  As  might  be  expected,  this  sweeping  change  was 
not  everywhere  accepted.  The  Royalists  in  Ireland 
sent  for  Prince  Charles,  eldest  son  of  the  late  king,  to 
come  amongst  them.  While  he  was  on  his  way, 
Cromwell  went  to  Ireland  with  an  army  and  subdued 
it  in  a  few  months.  Charles  in  the  meantime  changed 
his  mind,  and  landed  in  Scotland,  and  was  proclaimed 
king.  Cromwell  went  to  Scotland  immediately,  and 
won  a  great  victory  over  the  Scottish  army  at  Dunbar, 
1650.  In  the  following  year,  165 1,  he  defeated 
Charles  at  Worcester.  From  this  battlefield  Charles 
fled  in  disguise  to  France. 

3.  As  the  members  of  the  Long  Parliament  would 
not  dissolve,  Cromwell  marched  to  the  House  with  a 
company  of  .soldiers,  turned  them  out,  locked  the 
door,  and  put  the  key  in  his  pocket.  He  then  sum- 
moned various  persons  by  name  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
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ment  This  Assembly  surrendered  all  its  powers  to 
Cromwell,  who  took  the  title  Protector,  1653. 
While  Cromwell  lived,  England  was  respected  by 
foreign  powers.  He  defeated  the  Dutch,  who  were  at 
that  time  England's  commercial  rivals. 

4.  Oliver  Cromwell  died  in  1658,  and  his  son, 
Richard,  was  made  Protector,  but  he  was  not  a 
soldier,  and  the  army,  feeling  no  attachment  to  him, 
grew  mutinous,  and  he  resigned.  All  but  the  army 
wished  to  have  a  king  back  again.  The  army,  since 
Oliver's  strong  hand  was  gone,  began  to  fall  to  pieces, 
and  to  quarrel  within  itself.  General  Monk,  who  was 
commander  of  the  soldiers  in  Scotland,  was  greatly 
opposed  to  the  doings  of  the  soldiers  in  England.  He 
marched  to  London,  and  declared  himself  in  favor  of 
a  free  Parliament  The  old  members  of  the  Long 
Parliament,  whom  Colonel  Pride  had  turned  out  in 
1648,  were  asked  to  take  their  seats.  After  issuing 
writs  for  a  general  election,  they  agreed  to  their  own 
dissolution.  The  new  Parliament  invited  Charles  to 
come  back  as  King  of  England.  Charles  gladly  com- 
])lied  with  the  invitation,  and  was  proclaimed  king 
amid  general  rejoicings,  1660.  This  event  is  called 
The  RE.STORATION. 

CHARLES    n. 
Rkioned  fkom  1660  A.D.  to  1685  A.D.~25  years. 
I.   Charles  H.  began  his  reign  with  everything  in 
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his  favor.  He  wore  his  crown  by  the  double  title  of 
free  election  and  hereditary  right.  His  subjects  had 
not  been  conquered  into  submission,  and  their  return 
to  loyalty,  therefore,  was  hearty  and  spontaneous. 
Wearied  of  insurrection,  they  were  ready  to  believe 
everything  good  of  their  sovereign,  and  to  look  to 
him  for  the  relief  of  all  their  sufferings.  Unfortun- 
ately, the  king  possessed  few  qualities  which  merited 
the  love  bestowed  upon  him.  He  was  mean  spirited 
and  treacherous,  the  pursuit  of  pleasure  being  the 
main  object  of  his  life. 

2.  A  great  plague  visited  l.ondon  in  1665,  killing, 
it  is  said,  more  than  100,000  of  the  inhabitants.  In 
the  following  year,  1666,  a  great  fire  burnt  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  city.  Old  .St.  Pauls  being  among  the 
buildings  that  perished,  was  replaced  by  the  present 
church,  the  work  of  the  great  architect.  Sir  Christo- 
PHBR  Wren. 

3.  James,  Duke  of  V'ork,  the  king's  brother  and 
presumptive  heir  to  the  throne,  had  openly  professed 
his  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  there  wax  a  genera!  suspicion  that  the 
king  himself  was,  at  heart,  an  adherent  of  the  same 
faith.  Just  at  this  time  the  excited  feelings  of  the 
nation  led  an  imposter,  Titus  Oates,  t6  come  for- 
ward and  tell  an  untrue  story  of  a  "  Popish  Plot' 
for  the  a.ssassination  of  the  king,  and  the  massacre  ot 
all  Protestants.  The  story  was  believed  and  many 
innocent  persons  put  to  death. 


BRITISH  HISTORV  N'OTf.S.  47 


4.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Acr  was  passed  in  1769. 
It  provided  that  no  sovereign  could  detain  even  the 
meanest  of  his  subjects  in  prison  beyond  a  certain 
time  without  bringing  them  tt)  a  fair  trial. 

5.  A  Bill  to  exclude  James  from  the  throne  was 
brought  into  Parliament.  It  pa.ssed  the  Commons, 
but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  During  the  fierce 
speeches  that  were  made  for  and  against  thLs  Bill  the 
nicknames  "  VV^hig"  and  "  Torv"  were  used  for  the 
first  time.  Those  who  wished  to  set  James  aside  were 
called  Whigs,  after  the  \\''higgamores,  a  band  of  Pres- 
byterian rebels  in  Scotland.  Those  in  favor  of  James 
were  called  'Tories  after  a  hand  of  Catholic  reliels  in 
Ireland. 

6.  The  Rye  House  Pi,or  was  the  last  remarkable 
event  of  this  reign.  This  was  a  scheme  proposed  by 
a  few  of  the  more  desperate  Whigs,  to  shoot  Charles 
and  the  Duke  of  York,  and  place  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, who  was  the  king's  illegitimate  .son,  on  the 
throne.  The  plot  was  discovered,  and  several  execu- 
tions followed. 


JAMES  II. 

Rki«n«d  kkom  leSTj  A,D.  lo  1«88  A.l).    ;t  yrawi. 

I.  James  II.  was,  from  the  first,  very  unt)0(Hilar 
with  the  general  public,  on  account  of  the  ill-favor  in 
which  his   religion    was   held.      The    Diike  of  Mon- 
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mouth,  who  on  the  failure  of  the  Rye  House  Plot  had 
fled  to  Holland,  now  returned  to  claim  the  thronC) 
and  soon  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  considerable 
army.  He  was  defeated,  however,  at  Sedgemoor, 
1685,  ^"<i  ^'^  shortly  afterwards  taken  prisoner  and 
executed.  This  was  the  last  battle  fought  on  English 
ground. 

2.  In  1688  James  published  a  Declaration  ok 
Indui-Genck,  suspending  all  penal  laws  against  Non- 
conformists, and  dispensing  with  all  religious  tests.  It 
should  be  remembered  here  that  whether  the  statutes 
he  set  aside  were  good  or  bad,  it  was  the  duty  of  an 
English  king  to  govern  according  to  the  Constitution, 
so  that  in  issuing  the  Declaration  of  Indulgence 
James  committed  an  unconstitutional  act. 

3.  James  ordered  all  officiating  ministers  to  read 
the  Declaration  of  Indulgence  during  Avine  service 
in  their  churches  for  two  Sundays.  This  the  clergy 
would  not  do,  and  seven  of  the  bishops  presented  a 
petition  to  the  king,  asking  that  the  order  might  be 
withdrawn.  For  this  they  were  arrested,  imprisoned 
in  the  tower  and  tried  for  libel,  as  their  petition  had 
been  printed  and  circulated  throughout  the  country. 
Their  trial  ended  with  a  verdict  of  "Not  Guilty,  ' 
and  at  this  result  the  national  delight  knew  no 
bounds. 

4.  On  the  very  day  of  the  bishops'  acquittal  a 
letter,    signed   by   some   of  the   leading   nobles  and 
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clergy  in  England,  was  sent  to  William  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  nephew  and  son-in-law  of  James,  entreat- 
ing him  to  come  with  an  army  and  aid  them  in  de- 
fending their  freedom.  William  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  landed  in  England  with  a  small  army  towards 
the  end  of  1688.  James  soon  found  himself  deserted 
by  all,  even  the  officers  of  his  own  army,  and  in 
despair  fled  to  France. 

5,  William  called  a  Parliament  which  declared  that 
J  ames  had  abdicated,  and  that  the  throne  was  vacant- 
The  crown  was  oflered  to  William  and  Mary  jointly, 
and  accepted  Thje  Declaration  of  Rights  was 
passed  It  laid  down  the  terms  on  which  the  Lords 
and  Commons  gave  the  crown  away.  The  means  by 
which  the  Stuarts  tried  to  rule  were  declared  unlawful. 
Parliaments  were  to  be  called  often,  and  the  king  was 
not  to  set  aside  laws  or  to  fail  to  put  them  in  force 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament 


The  Revolution  which  set  William  and  Mary  on 
the  throne  brought  to  an  end  the  long  struggle  be- 
tw  een  the  king  and  the  Parliament.  William  realized 
that  he  was  king  by  the  wiU.  of  the  people,  and  not  by 
"'Divine  Right."  Gradually,  Parliament  became  more 
and  more  powerful.  The  king's  Ministers  became 
answerable  to  Parliament  for  what  they  did,  and  by- 
and-by   the    Government    became    what   it   is   now. 
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Responsible.  Ever  since  the  Revolution  the  power 
of  the  Parliament  has  been  greater  than  that  of  the 
Crown. 


WILLIAM  IIL  AND  MARY  II. 
Reigned  from  1689  A.  D.  to  1702  A.  D.— 13  Vears. 

1.  The  great  object  of  William's  life  was  to  humble 
the  power  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  and  he  valued 
his  English  kingdom  chiefly  as  a  means  to  this  end. 

2.  The  exiled  James,  encouraged  by  Louis  XIV., 
went  over  to  Ifeland  in  the  spring  of  1690,  raised  an 
army  of  40,000  men  and  besieged  Londonderty. 
Failing  in  his  attempt  to  reduce  that  city,  he  was 
forced  to  retreat,  and  being  met  on  the  banks'  of 'the 
river  Boyne  by -King  William,  was  signally  defeated. 
James  soon  returned  to  France,  and  William  was 
acknowledged  king  of  Ireland. 

3.  From  1689  to  1697,  England  assisted  Holland, 
(Germany  and  Spain  in  a  war  against  France.  Neither 
Louis  nor  the  allies  gained  any  great  victories,  but 
the  war  was  a  very  expensive  one,  and  both  parties 
desired  peace.  Accordingly  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick 
was  signed,  1697,  by  which  Louis  acknowledged 
William  IIL  as  king  of  England,  and  promised  to 
give  no  further  help  to  James. 

4.  To  carry  on  these  expensive  wars  more  money 
was  required  than  the  taxes  brought  in,  so  a  number 
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of  persons  subscribed  a  large  sum,  which  they  lent  to 
the  Government,  and  on  which  they  received  interest. 
The  principal  was  never  paid.  This  was  the  origin  of 
the  National  Debt,  which  has  since  swelled  to  a  sum 
s*)  enormous. 

5.  During  William's  reign  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mons was  greatly  increased.  The  Triennial  Bill 
was  passed,  enacting  that  no  parliament  should  sit 
longer  than  three  years.  A  certain  fixed  sum  was 
given  to  the  king  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Civil 
List,  and  all  the  remaining  revenue  was  at  the  disposal 
of  Parliament.  The  Act  of  Setflement  was  passed 
in  tyoc.  It  provided  that  the  Sovereigns  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  Protestant;  that  the  Princess 
Sophia,  of  Hanover,  should  be  heir  to  the  throne  on 
the  death  of  Anne  ;  and  that  the  judges  should  hold 
office  for  life,  or  good  conduct,  at  fixed  salaries. 

Mary  died  in  1694,  and  William  in  1702. 

ANNE. 

Ukionki*  vrom  1702  A.D.  to  1714  A.D.— 12  VBAItS. 

1.  On  the  death  of  William,  Anne,  the  second 
daughter  of  James  II.,  became  Queea  Louis  of 
Krance  claimed  the  crown  of  Spain  for  his  grandsoa 
Britain  supported  the  rival  claims  of  the  Austrian 
prince.  Prussia,  Holland,  Austria  and  Hanover 
united  with  Britain  in  the  Grand  Alliance  against  the 
ambitious  Loui.s.     This  was  the  War  of  the  Spanish 
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Succession.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  took  the 
command  of  the  allied  armies,  and  won,  by  his  genius, 
a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  victories — Blenheim, 
1704;  Ramillies,  1706;  Oudenarde,  1708;  Malpla- 
quet,  1709.  The  capture  of  Gibraltar,  1704,  by 
Admiral  Rooke,  was,  perhaps,  the  most  important 
achievement  of  this  war.  The  war  closed  in  1713, 
the  allies  agreeing  to  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  laid  down  that 
Louis  should  recognize  the  sovereigns  of  the  Bruns- 
wick line  ;  that  he  should  cease  to  aid  the  Pretender, 
as  the  son  of  James  II.  was  called ;  and  that  Britain 
should  receive  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  and 
keep  Gibraltar. 

2.  The  Act  ok  Union  was  passed  in  1707,  by 
which  the  Parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland  were 
united.  Scotland  was  to  have  the  same  freedom  of 
trade  as  England,  and  its  own  Presbyterian  Church. 
It  was  to  send  forty-five  members  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  sixteen  peers  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

3.  William  III.  had  chosen  his  ministers,  some  from 
the  Tories  and  some  from  the  Whigs.  When  they  did 
not  agree  he  decided  between  them.  The  same  plan 
went  on  during  Anne's  reign,  and  she  tried  to  hold 
the  balance  fairly.  Towards  the  close  of  her  reign, 
however,  a  new  plan  was  attempted,  that  of  choosing 
all  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  from  one  side  or 
the  other,  according  to  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons.     Thus,  if  the  people  of  the  country  were 
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most  in  favor  of  the  Tories  and  chose  most  Tory 
members  of  Parliament,  the  ministers  appointed  would 
be  Tories  too,  all  agreeing  with  each  other,  and  having 
the  greater  part  of  the  country  to  back  them.  If  the 
people  were  more  inclined  to  be  Whigs,  and  elected 
most  Whig  members,  then  the  ministers  would  be 
Whigs.  Whenever  the  country  changed  its  mind, 
which  it  was  sure  to  do  sometimes,  the  Ministers  were 
changed  also.  This  is  Party  Government,  and  is 
the  system  by  which  Britain  has  been  governed  ever 
since. 

TARLE  (;0KNKCTING  the  STUARTS  with  the  GI  ELPH8. 


James 

II 


!  ii 
Chaklks  I.                                  ELiZABETH.marricrt 
I Frederick  of  Bohemia. 

i  !  '  'i  il 

Charles  11.     James  II.    MAKY.married  Wil-    SorjiiA(youngest 
i  liain  of  Orange.       daughtcr)inarried 

I I  the  Klector  of  Hanover 

i  I  "I  I  « 

Mary  II., wife    Anne.    James,    William  III.  George  Louis 

of  William  III.       the  I*retender.  .ifterwards  George  1. 


I  i  George  11. 

Charles  Edward,  Henry  Benedict,  || 

(he  young  Pretender      Cardinal  of  York  (died  1807).    Frederick 
(died  1788. t  The  last  of  the  Stuarts.  (died  1751) 

II 
George  III. 


George  iv.       William  IV.  Kdward,  Krnest  Augustus 

,  DukcotKeui.       king  of  Hanover 

Victoria. 
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GUELPH  PERIOD. 

BEGAN  17U-HAS  ALREADY  LASTED  m  YKAIVS 
6   SOVEREIGNS. 


GEORGE  I,  began  to  reign. 1714 

GEORGE  II.     ..  H      1727 

GEORGE  III.    .,  n     1760 

GEORGE  IV.    ..  -     1820 

WILLIAM  IV.  H  .,      1830 

VICTORIA     ■  n  n'    ......  ..  T837 


GEORGE  I. 

Reignkd  from  1714  A.I),  to  1727  A.D.--13  vkak8. 

1.  George  I.,  son  of  the  Princess  Sophia  of  Han- 
over, became  King  of  Great  Britain  by  virtue  of  the 
Act  of  Settlement  passed  in  the  reign  of  William  III. 
He  was  fifty-four  years  of  age  ;  knew  but  little  of  Eng- 
land ;  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  English  language, 
and  showed  no  desire  to  win  the  affections  of  his  new 
subjects.  He  seemed  to  prefer  his  little  Dominion  in 
Germany  to  England,  and  was  intensely  jealous  of  the 
Pretender  and  his  adherents.  These  were  now  called 
Jacobites  from  Jacobim,  the  Latin  name  for  James. 

2.  The  standard  of  the  Stuarts  was  raised,  17 15,  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land. The  insurgents  were  defeated,  iiowever,  at  the 
battles  of  SheriffMuir  and  Preston,  their  leaders 
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taken  and  condemned  to  death.  These  risings  so  dis- 
turbed the  nation  that  it  was  not  thought  wise  to 
have  a  general  election  just  at  that  time.  So  an  Act, 
known  as  the  Septennial  Act,  was  passed,  which 
enacted  that  Parliament  might  sit  for  seven  years 
instead  of  three.     ThLs  Act  is  still  in  force. 

3.  The  South  Sea  Scheme,  or  South  Sea  Bubble 
3Lii  it  is  sometimes  called,  was,  perhaps,  the  most  extra- 
ordinary event  of  this  reign.  It  was  a  proposal  made 
by  the  South  Sea  Company,  of  which  Blunt  was  the 
leading  director,  to  buy  up  all  the  debts  of  the  nation, 
and  to  advance  to  the  Government  whatever  money 
was  needed  at  four  per  cent.  They  agreed,  besides, 
to  pay  to  the  Government,  as  a  bonus,  the  sum  of 
^7,000,000.  In  return  for  these  advantages,  the 
Company  received  the  sole  right  to  trade  in  the  South 
Seas.  The  public  was  persuaded  that  great  fortunes 
were  to  be  made,  and  purchasers  of  South  Sea  stock 
poured  in  by  thousands.  Men  paid  away  ^1,000  for 
the  chance  of  the  profits  which  ^100  of  the  Com- 
pany's stock  might  bring  from  the  far-off  Pacific.  In 
a  short  time  the  unsoundness  of  the  whole  scheme 
was  discovered,  the  stock  fell,  a  panic  followed,  "Smd 
thousands  of  families  were  utterly  ruined,  1720.  At 
this  crisis  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  great  financial  talents 
were  exerted  to  relieve  the  general  distress.  He  was 
made  Prime  Minister  in  1722,  and  held  the  position 
for  twenty  years. 
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(iEORGE  II. 

Reignmu  khom  1727  A.D.  to  1760  A.D.—33  yeahs. 

1.  George  II.  succeeded  his  father  1727,  and  Wal- 
pole  continued  at  the  head  of  affairs.  The  love  of 
peace  was  the  distinctive  feature  of  this  Minister's 
policy,  and  Britain  owes  much  to  his  measures  for  the 
advancement  of  her  commerce  and  manufactures. 
His  whole  Parliamentary  career,  however,  was  marked 
by  an  extensive  system  of  bribery,  alike  di.sgraceful  to 
the  members  and  to  himselt 

2.  A  Spanish  war  was  caused  in  1739,  by  the 
cruisers  of  Spain  claiming  and  using  the  right  to 
search  all  vessels  suspected  of  smuggling  on  the  coasts 
of  South  America.  Walpole  tried  to  prevent  it,  but  in 
vain.  The  war  was  not  carried  on  successfully,  and 
he  was  forced  to  resign,  1742. 

3.  The  war  of  the  Ausjrian  Succession  began  in 
7741.  Britain  became  entangled  in  it,  and  took  the 
side  opposed  to  France.  The  British  army,  led  by 
the  king  in  person,  defeated  the  French  at  Dettingkn, 
1743.  Two  years  later  his  son,  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, was  defeated  by  Marshall  Saxe  at  the  battle  of 

■  Fontenoy.     Peace  was  made  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  1748. 

4.  In  this  reign  Prince  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  sob 
of  the  old  Pretender,  and  grandson  of  James  II.,  made 
a  bold  push  for  the  throne  of  Britain.  He  landed 
near  Moidart,  on  the  coast  of  Inverness-shire,  in  the 
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summer  of  1745,  with  seven  officers,  and  arms  for 
2,000  men.  But  no  sooner  was  the  royal  standard  of 
the  Stuarts  displayed,  than  the  Highland  clans  gather- 
ed around  it  in  thousands.  The  English  army,  under 
Sir  John  Cope,  was  entirely  routed  at  Preston  Pans, 
and  then  commenced  a  march  of  the  victorious  High- 
landers into  the  very  heart  of  England.  They  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Derby,  hoping  to  be  joined  by  the 
English  Jacobites  ;  but  the  severities  which  had  fol- 
lowed the  rebellion  of  1 7 1 5  were  fresh  in  the  memories 
of  the  people,  and  few  were  willing  to  risk  their  lives 
in  so  hazardous  an  enterprise.  It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  retreat  once  more  into  Scotland.  At  Fal- 
kirk their  arms  were  again  successful ;  but  then  the 
tide  of  fortune  turned  against  them.  Attacked  on 
CuUoden  Field,  1746,  by  the  royal  army,  led  by  the 
king's  second  son,  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
they  were,  in  spite  of  their  gallant  resistance,  utterly 
defeated,  and  the  Stuart  cause  forever  lost.  Charles 
Edward  sought  safety  in  flight;  escaped  through 
rountless  dangers,  and  died  in  Rome,  1788. 

5.  Another  war  between  Britain  and  France  began 
in  1756.  The  boundary  lines  of  their  colonies  were 
the  cause  of  dispute.  India  and  America  were  the 
theatres  of  the  strife.  The  war  began  disastrously  for 
the  British.  But  William  Pitt,  '-The  Great  Com- 
moner," was  made  Prime  Minister,  and  under  his 
vigorous  administration  things  soon  changed.  In 
1757,   Lord  Clive  gained  for  Britain  the   large  and 
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fertile  Province  of  Bengal,  by  the  celebrated  victory 
of  Plassy  ;  and  in  1759  General  Wolfe  took  Quebec, 
and  with  it  the  whole  of  Canada  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British. 

6.  In  this  reign  began  the  religious  movement 
known  as  Methodism,  of  which  the  chief  promoters 
were  John  Wesley  and  George  Whitfield.  These 
men,  by  their  eloquence  and  goodness,  turned  many 
to  lead  religious  lives. 


GEORGE  III. 

Rbiohbd  fkom  1760  A.  D.  to  1820  A.  D.— 60  yKARS. 

1.  George  III.,  grandson  of  George  II.,  ascended 
the  English  throne  at  a  time  when  conquests  abroad, 
and  the  progress  of  wealth  and  civilization  at  home, 
had  rendered  the  position  of  the  monarch  the  most 
illustrious  in  the  whole  world. 

2.  Early  in  this  reign,  1765,  the  Government  intro- 
duced a  scheme  to  compel  the  North  American 
colonies  to  take  their  share  in  the  taxation  of  the 
Empire.  The  colonists  denied  the  right  of  the  British 
Legislature  to  tax  them  while  they  were  unrepresented 
in  Parliament.  The  Stamp  Act,  which  imposed  a 
tax  on  certain  papers  and  parchments  used  in 
America,  was  passed,  but  was  soon  repealed,  as  the 
colonists  were  on  the  verge  of  rebellion.  The  duty  of 
three  pence  a  pound  laid  on  tea  was  retained,  how- 
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ever,  and  the  breach  widened  till,  on  the  4th  July, 
1776,  the  thirteen  colonies,  under  the  name  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  declared  their  independ- 
ence. George  Washington,  a  brave  and  skilful 
general,  took  command  of  the  American  army. 
In  1777,  the  British  general,  Burgoyne,  was  sur- 
rounded at  Saratoga,  and  had  to  surrender  with  all 
his  army.  In  1781,  Lord  Cornwallis  was,  by  the 
skilful  movements  of  Washington,shnt  up  in  Yorktown 
and  compelled  to  surrender  with  7,000  men.  This 
was  the  decisive  blow.  The  American  colonies  were 
now  completely  severed  from  the  British  Empire. 
Britain  formally  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  thirteen  United  States  by  treaty,  1783. 

3.  The  French  Revolution  began  in  i789,caused 
chiefly  by  the  terrible  oppression  of  the  lower  orders 
by  the  insolent  aristocracy,  and  the  reckless  extrava- 
gance of  the  court.  Louis  XVI.  lost  both  his  crown 
and  his  life,  and  a  Republic  was  set  up.  In  1793,  the 
publication,  by  the  French  Convention,  of  a  decree 
offering  to  help  all  nations  to  recover  their  freedom, 
led  Britain  to  declare  war  against  France.  This  war 
lasted,  with  little  interruption,  for  twenty-two  years. 

4.  For  the  next  eighteen  years  the  history  of  Europe 
is  the  history  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  who,  by  sur- 
passing genius,  raised  himself  to  be  despotic  ruler  of 
France,  and  annexed  or  reduced  to  vassalage  the 
whole  of  the  western  part  of  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
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He  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Corsica  in  1 769.  At 
an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  the  French  military 
schools,  where  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  for  his 
mathematical  attainments.  In  1795  he  scattered  the 
National  Guard  with  a  volley  of  grape-shot,  and  thus 
saved  the  French  Directory.  From  that  day  he  be- 
came a  man  of  mark.  Through  the  influence  of  his 
wife  he  was,  in  1796,  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  French  army  in  Italy  ;  and  there,  in  a  single  cam- 
paign, by  a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  victories,  he 
broke  the  power  of  Austria  and  her  allies.  In  1798, 
he  invaded  Egypt  and  overran  Syria.  The  French 
fleet  was,  however,  entirely  defeated  by  Nelson  at 
the  great  Battle  of  the  Nile,  and  Napoleon  secredy 
returned  to  France.  He  was  made  Consul  for  life  in 
1802,  and  Emperor  in  1804.  In  1805  he  crushed 
the  power  of  Austria  in  the  great  battle  of  Auster- 
litz.  In  the  same  year  Lord  Nelson  completely 
defeated  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  oft 
Cape  Trafalgar.  Napoleon  subdued  Prussia  at 
Jena,  1806,  and  his  power  was  at  its  greatest  height. 
He  now  began  to  fill  the  thrones  of  Europe  with  his 
kinsmen.  His  brother,  Louis,  was  made  king  of  Hol- 
land ;  his  brother-in-law,  Murat,  king  of  Naples  ;  and 
he  sought  to  make  his  brother,  Joseph,  king  of  Spain. 
This  led  to  the  Peninsular  War.  In  181 2,  he 
marched  into  Russia  and  took  .  Moscow,  but  in  his 
retreat  lost  nearly  the  whole  of  his  splendid  army 
through  cold   and  hunger.       Defeated   at   the   great 
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Battle  of  Leipsic,  1814,  he  was  forced  to  abdicate, 
and  retired  to  the  Island  of  Elba.  Escaping  within  a 
year  he  returned  to  France,  and  soon  gathered 
another  army.  At  Waterloo,  1815,  he  was  finally 
defeated  by  the  armies  of  Britain  and  Prussia,  under 
Wellington  and  Blucher,  and,  surrendering  to  the 
British,  was  banished  to  the  Island  of  St.  Helena, 
where  he  died,  1821.  His  remains  were  removed  to 
France,  1840. 

4.  The  Peninsular  War,  alr.eady  mentioned,  be- 
gan in  1808,  and  lasted  six  years.  It  was  caused  by 
Napoleon  proclaiming  his  brother,  Joseph,  king  of 
SfDain,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Spanish  people. 
Spain  called  on  Britain  for  help,  which  was  readily 
given.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  better  known  by  the 
honored  title,  Duke  of  Wellington,  took  the  command. 
He  defeated  the  French  General,  Junot,  at  Vimier.a 
and  forced  the  enemy  out  of  Portugal.  Towards  the 
end  of  1808,  Wellington  being  recalled,  Sir  John 
Moore  entered  Spain,  but  was  compelled  to  retreat, 
and  fell  at  Corunna,  1809.  Wellington  again  took 
command,  and,  aided  by  the  Spaniards  as  far  as  they 
were  able,  gained  many  great  victories — Talavera, 
1809;  Salamanca,  1812;  Vittoria,  1813 ;  Tolouse, 
1814.  This  last  battle  was  fought  a  few  days  after 
Napoleon's  defeat  at  Leipsic  Napoleon  left  the 
Peninsular  War  to  his  best  generals.  He  and  Wel- 
lington met  for  the  first  time  at  Waterloo. 
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5.  In  1800  was  passed  an  Act  of  Union,  by  which 
the  Parliaments  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were 
united.  Ireland  was  to  send  thirty-two  peers  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  one  hundred  and  five  members 
to  the  House  of  Commons. 

6.  In  181 2  the  United  States  declared  war  against 
Britain.  The  British  claimed  the  right  of  searching 
American  vessels  for  seaman  to  serve  in  the  royai 
navy;  the  Americans  resisted,  and  hence  the  war. 
This  contest,  in  which  the  United  States  unsuccess- 
fully attempted  to' conquer  Canada,  was  brought  to  an 
end  early  in  1815. 


GEORGE  IV. 
Reigned  from  1820  A.D.  to  1830  A.D.— 10  ykaecs. 
1.  The  chief  event  of  this  reign  was  the  passage  of 
the  Catholic  Emancipation  Act,  which  repealed  all 
penal  laws  against  the  Catholics  and  placed  them  on 
the  same  political  footing  as  the  Protestant  subjects 
of  the  crown,  1829.  From  the  time  of  Charles  II- 
till  this  Act  was  passed,  no  Catholic  could  be  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  or  fill  any  corporate  office. 


WILLIAM  IV. 
Rbiokeo  from  1830  A.D.  to  1837  A.D.— 7  years. 

I.  The  most  important  event  in  this  reign  was  the 
passing  of  another  Act  of  Parliament  called  the  Re- 
form Bill,  1832.     The    chief   points   provided  for 


^^H      did 
^^W     did 
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were:  (i)  That  none  should  sit  in  Parliament  who 
did  not  represent  the  people  ;  and  (2)  that  those  who 
did  sit  there  should  be  chosen  in  such  a  way  as  to 
represent  the  people  fairly  and  justly.  To  bring  this 
about  the  Government  proposed  to  extend  the  fran-  * 
chise,  or  right  of  voting,  more  widely  among  the  mid- 
dle classes,  to  take  away  the  right  of  sending  members 
to  Parliament  from  all  places  that  had  but  very  few 
electors,  and  to  give  that  right  to  many  large  towns 
that  had  lately  grown  into  importance,  and  were  still 
unrepresented. 

2.  The  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  was, 
by  the  exertions  of  the  noble  William  Wilberforce, 
passed  in  1833.  By  it  all  the  slaves  in  the  British 
dominions  were  liberated.  A  compensation  of  twenty 
millions  sterling  was  granted  to  the  slave-owners. 

VICTORIA. 

Bkgan  to  Reion  183ir  A.D.,  akd  is  BTIU.  KEICtetlKO. 

1.  Victoria,  daughter  of  Edward  Duke  of  Kent, 
and  granddaughter  of  George  III.,  became  queen  at 
'he  age  of  eighteen.  Since  the  Salic  Law  permits  no 
woman  to  wear  the  crown  of  Hanover,  by  the  acces- 
sion of  Victoria  that  kingdom  was  severed  from  the 
British  dominions,  and  her  uncle,  Ernest  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  became  its  king. 

2.  A  rebellion,  headed  by  Papineau  and  Mackenzie, 
disturbed  the  Canada  in  1837,   but  was   soon  sup- 
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pressed,  and  to  strengthen  the  government  of  the 
colony  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  in  1 840,  by 
which  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  were  made  one  pro- 
vince. 

3.  The  Corn  Laws  were  repealed  in  1846.  All 
duties  on  foreign  grain  landing  in  Britain  were  abol- 
ished, and  the  principle  of  free  trade  extended  to  every 
department  of  British  commerce.  ^ 

4.  In  1854  Russia  seized  the  Turkish  provinces  of 
Moldavia  and  AVallachia  and  the  balance  of  power 
was  disturbed.  Britain  and  France  formed  an  allifcnce 
to  aid  the  Sultan,  and  the  Crimean  War  began. 
Alma,  Balaclava,  Inkkrman  are  the  names  of  some 
of  the  victories  gained  by  the  allies.  The  war  ended 
in  1856. 

5.  In  1866  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  was  successfully 
laid,  and  messages  now  pas.s  freely  between  the  old 
and  new  worlds.  An  Act  was  passed  in  1867  for  the 
Confederation  of  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  under  the 
name  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  The  Act  came 
in  force  on  the  rst  of  July,  hence  "Dominion  Day." 

6.  A  Liberal  Government,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  Gladstone,  passed  an  Act  in  1869  for  the  dis- 
establishment of  the  Irish  Church.  In  1872,  the 
same  Government  passed  the  Ballot  Act,  by  which 
electors  are  enabled  to  give  their  votes  in  set  ret. 
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7.  After  the  general  elections  of  1874,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, finding  himself  in  the  minority,  resigned,  and  a 
Conservative  Government,  which  lasted  six  years, 
was  formed,  with  Mr.  Disraeli,  afterwards  Earl  Bea- 
consfield,  at  its  head.  The  Berlin  Treaty,  the  result 
of  a  Conference  of  the  principal  European  powers,  to 
settle  the  "  Eastern  Question,"  at  the  close  of  the 
'lurco-Russian  War,  was  signed  in  1878.  A  war 
against  the  Zulus,  in  South  Africa,  and  another  in 
Afghanistan,  mark  1879.  The  former  ended  with  the 
capture  of  Cetawayo,  the  Zulu  king ;  the  latter,  prac- 
tically so,  with  the  fall  of  Cabul,  and  the  dethrone- 
ment of  Ameer. 

8.  The  general  elections,  held  in  the  spring  of  1880, 
returned  a  large  majority  of  the  Liberal  candidates, 
Beaconsfield  resigned,  and  again  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment was  formed,  with  Mr,.  Gladstone  as  Premier. 


REVIEW  EXERCISES. 
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I'KHIOD.  j      DATE. 

LEADING  FACTS  MKNTIONED  JN  PERIOD. 

Homan 
Period. 

55  B.C. 

TO 

410  A.  D. 

Romans  invaded  Britain  55  B.  C.  Julins  Agri- 
cola  its  true  conqueror.  Picts  and  Scots. 
Hadrian's  Wall.    Romans  left  410. 

Early 

English 

Period. 

449 

TO 

1013 

Jntes,  Angles  and  Saxons,  Egbert  king  of  all 
England  827,  Alfred  the  Great,  Athelstan, 
Ethelred  the  Unready,  the  Danegeld,  the 
Danish  Massacre. 

Danish 
Period. 

1017 

TO 

1066 

Cnut,  Harold,  Harthacnut.  Saxoa  line  restored 
1042.  Edward  the  Confessor,  Edsrar  Atheling 
Harold  called  to  the  throne.  Battle  of  Sen- 
lac  or  Hastings  1C66.    Norraan  Conquest. 
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SINCE  THE  CONQUEST. 


SOVEREIGN 


WiUiara  I. 
S  William  II. 
§  Henry  I. 
'Z  Stephen. 


Heiqr  n. 

Richard  I. 

John. 
Henry  III. 

Edward  I. 

Edward  II. 
Edward  III. 

Richard  II. 

Henry  IV. 

Henry  V. 

Henry  VI. 


115i 


1377 


litis 

11422 


i  Edward  IV.  1461 


Edward  V.    1483 
Richard  III.|l483 


Henry  VII, 
Henry  VIII 
Edward  VI. 


LEADING  FACT3  MENTIONKD  IX  REIGN. 


Domesday  Book,  The    Curfew   Bell.   New 

Forest,  Feudal  System. 
Crusades   began— preached  by    Poter   the 

Hermit. 
First  Charter  of  Liberty  granted.    Married 

niece  of  Edgar  Atheling. 
Maud  rightfulheir.  Battle ot  Lincoln.Henry 

invaded  England. 

Murder  of  Becket  1170,  Conquest  of  Ireland 
1172,  Trial  by  Tury. 

Engaged  in  third  Crusade,  effects  of  the 
Crusades  felt. 

Loss  of  Norm andy,Signed  Magna  Charta  121 .5 

Baron's  W  ar,  Lewes.  First  representative 
Parliament  12G5,  Evesham. 

Conquest  of  Wales  1282,  Scottish  War,  Wal- 
lace, Bruce 

Piers  Gaveston.Battle  of  Bannockburn,1314. 

HundredYear'sWar.Creoy  1348, Calais  taken 
1347, Poitiers  135G,BlackDeathl348,Wyclifre. 

Wat  Tyler's  Rebellion.c*  ethroned  by  Henryi\' 

Rebellion  of  Percies,  Battle  of  Shrewsbury 

1403,  Death  of  Hotspur. 
French    War,    Battle    of   Aginoourt,    1415, 

Treaty  of  Troves  1420,Growthof  Commons. 
Joan  of  Arc.  Loss  of  France.  Wars  of  the 

Roses,  St.  Albans  1455. 

The  King-Maker,  Barnet,  1171, Tewkesbury, 
Printing  introduced  1473. 

Dethroned  by  his  uncle  Richard. 

Nephews  disappear.  Earl  of  Richmond,  Bos- 
worth  148-,  Effects  of  Roses. 


14?5  Lambert  Siranel,  Perkiu  Warbeck.  Discov- 
ery of  America,  1492.  Good  Hope  1497. 
1509  Battle  of  Flodden  1513,Wol3ey,  English  Re- 

j    formation,  its  causes,  Henry's  children. 
1547|Battle  of  Pinkie  1547,  Completion  of  Refor- 
mation. Lady  Jane  Grey. 
Mary.  il553  Desires  to   restore  Catholicism,  Marriage 

i  with  Ph'lip  of  Spain.  Loss  of  Calais  1558. 

Elizabelh.       1558  Act  of  Uniformity, Puritans, Mary  Queen  of 
;        :    Scots  executed  1537,  Defeat  of  Armada  1588 
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11603  Tried  lo be  abaolute.Attached  to  Episcopacy, 

1        !    Pilgrim   Fathera,    Gunpowder   Plot  1605, 

j        I    Raleigh  executed. 

1 1625  Petit  ion  of  Right3,Sir  John  Eliot.Ship-Money 

!    John  Hampden.  Long  Parliament,  Grand 

Remonstrance,!  he  five  members, Civil  War 

Edgehill  1642.  Marston  Moor,  Naseby  1645, 

Oliver  Cromwell,  execution  of  king  1649. 

1649il)unbar  1&50,  Worcester,  Expulsion  of  mem- 
berg,  Dutch  war,  Richard  Cromwell,  Gen- 
eral Monk,  Restoration  1660. 
Great  Plague  1665.Qreat  Fire  1666,  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  1679,  Whigs  and  Tories,   Rye 
House  Plot. 
Sedgemoor,  Declaration  of  Indulgence,  The 
seven  Bishops,  William  of  Orange,  Declar- 
ation of  Rights.  Parliament, 
iegc  of  Londonderry,  Battle  of  Boyne  1690, 
W  ar  with  France,  Treaty  of  Ryswick,  Na- 
tional Debt,  Triennial  Bill,  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, 1701. 
War   of  Spanish  Succession,  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough.   Blenheim   1704,    Ramilies  1706, 
Oudenarde  1708.  Malplaquet  1709.  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  1713,  Gibralter  captured  1704.  Act 
of  Union  1707,  Party  Government. 


George  IV. 
William  IV 

Victoria. 


Hanover,  the  Jacobites,    Sheriff-Muir  and 
Preston  1715.  Septennial  Act,  South  Sea 
Scheme,  Walpole 
Spanish  War  1739,  War  of  Austrian  Succes- 
sion,   Dettingen    1743,    Fontenoy,    Treaty 
of  Aix-la-Chapple  1748,   Charles  Edward 
Stuart,  Preston  Pans,   Falkirk,  Culloden 
'■'    1746,  Colonial  War,   Plassey   17.57,   Canada 
I    taken  1759,  Methodism. 
17601  American  Revolution,  Stamp  Act,  Declara- 
■       1    tion  of  Independence  1776,  George  Wash- 
ington, Burgoyne,  Corawallis,  Treaty  of 
I    1783,  French  Revolution,  Napoleon  Bona- 
i        ;    parte.  Peninsular  War,  Waterloo  1815, War 
;        I    with  United  States. 
il820iCatholic  Emancipation  Act. 

Reform  Bill,  Slavery  Abolished. 
11837  Canadian  Rebellion.  Corn  Laws,  Crimean 
War,  Atlantic  Telegraph,  Confederation 
Act  1867,Di8e3tabIishment  of  Irish  Church, 
Ballot  r^ct,  Berlin  Treaty.  Zulu  War,  War 
in  Afghanistan,  Beaconsfleld,  Gladstone, 
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EXAMINATION   PAPERS. 


No. 


Time  li  houre— 1<*  marks  for  ench  QXieetioii. 

1.  What  races  effected  settlements  in  England  be- 
fore  the  year  iioo. 

2.  Tell  what  is  meant  by  l.imited  Monarchy,  Wars 
of  the  Roses,  Spanish  Armada,  The  Restoration,  The 
Reform  Bill. 

3.  Name,  in  order,  the  Sovereigns  of  England  from 
1066  to  1685. 

4.  What  was  the  Feudal  System  ?  Who  introduced 
it  into  England. 

5.  Briefly  sketch  the  career  of  Napoleon  or  Wel- 
lington. 

6.  What  is  a  Parliament  ?  How  does  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Britain  dififer  from  that  of  Canada  ? 

7.  Tell  what  you  know  al)oui  the  War  of  the 
Spanish  Succession. 

8.  Write  out  the  principal  provisions  of  the  Magna 
Charta. 
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No.   2. 


'I  imf.  ii  lioure—lO  niarke  for  each  question. 

r.  What  is  the  meaning  of  each  of  the  following 
terms  :  Cabinet,  Session,  Act  of  Parliament,  Order-in- 
Council,  Absolute  Monarchy? 

2.  Name  the  Tudor  Sovereigns :  give  dates  of 
accession,  and  mention  a  leading  event  in  each  reign. 

3.  What  English  kings  endeavored  to  conquer 
France,  and  what  was  their  success  ? 

4.  Write  any  ten  dates  between  1776  and  1 880,  and 
attach  a  historical  event  to  each. 

5.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  Reformation  or  the 
Revolution. 

6.  I'race  the  descent  of  Queen  Victoria  from 
Henry  Vll 

7.  When  were  Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  respec- 
tively, united  to  England? 

8.  Give  the  important  provisions  of  the  Petition  of 
Rights,  Habeas  Corpus  Act  and  Act  of  Settlement 


70  EXAMINATIOX  PAPP:RS. 

No.  3. 

Time,  11^  hours— 10  marka  tor  eacli  quoati  >n. 

1.  Tell  what  you  know  about  the  Roman  Invasion 
of  Britain. 

2.  ^Vhere  are  the  following  places  and  for  wliat  are 
they  noted  :  Crecy,  Flodden,  Blenheim,  Utrecht, 
Plassy? 

3.  Give  any  reason  you  can  tor  .\lfre:l  t)-ing  called 
the  "Great." 

4.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  "  Common- 
wealth"? How  long  did  it  last,  and  what  brought  it 
to  a  close  ? 

5.  Explain  the  terms  -Responsible  Government, 
Parliamentary  Opposition,  Bill,  Republic,  Tariff. 

6.  In  what  countries  and  between  what  armies  were 
the  following  battles  fought :  P>annockburn,  Agijv 
court,  CuUoden,  Waterloo,  Tnkerman. 

7.  Name,  in  order,  the  .Sovereigns  of  England  be- 
tween Edward  III.  and  Henry  VIII.,  and  tell  which 
son  of  Edward  III.  each  was  descended  from. 

8.  Give  a  short  account  of  Queen  Elizabeth  aiKl 
the  events  of  her  reign. 


EXAMINATION  PAPT-RS.  71 

No.  4. 


Time,  li  hours— 10  nwrka  for  eacli  .luesLion. 

1.  Give  the  principal  events  of  the  reign  of  William 
the  Conqueror. 

2.  Tell  what  you  know  al)out  the  ''  Pilgrim 
Fathers." 

3.  Write  an  explanatory  note  on  each  of  the 
following :  Act  of  Uniformity,  Gunpowder  Plot,  the 
Long  Parliament,  Declaration  of  Indulgence,  Se|)- 
tennial  Act. 

4.  Sketch  the  career  of  Charles  F,dward  Stuart,  the 
Young  Pretender. 

5.  What  were  the  social  effects  of  the  Crusades? 

6.  Why  is  the  ist  July  called  "Doininion  Day"  in 
Canada  ? 

7.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  American  War  of 
Independence. 

8.  W^rite  a  note  on  Shakespeare,  Walter  Raleigh 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Walpole,  George  Washington, 
William  Gladstone, 


72  EXAMINATJON  PAPERS. 

No.  5. 


Time  Ij  liouis  - 10  marks  for  each  question. 

1.  Give  the  date  of  the  first  meeting  of  an  English 
Representative  I^ariiament.  By  whom  was  it  called 
together  ? 

2.  What  was  the  average  length  of  a  Sovereign's 
reign  during  the  Plantagenet  Period  ? 

3.  What  caused  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  the  English 
Reformation,  the  Revolution,  the  Peninsular  War,  the 
Crimean  War. 

4.  What  different  authorities  must,  according  to  the 
English  Constitution,  consent  to  a  Bill  before  it  be- 
comes law  ? 

5.  How  does  the  Ciovernment  of  Britain  differ 
from  that  of  the  United  States? 

6.  Explain  the  terms  to  prorotiue,  to  acljotirn,  and 
to  dissolve  Parliament,  the  Speaker,  the  Premier. 

7.  Attach  an  important  event  to  each  of  the  follow- 
ing dates  :  1492,  1649,  1685,-1704,  1713,  1746,  1776, 
1815,  1854,  1867. 

8.  Sketch  the  career  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots. 


EXAMINATION  PAPERS.  73 

No.  6. 
Time  11  liours— 10  marks  for  each  qiiestior. 


1.  Who  is,  at  present,  Premier  of  Great  Britain  ; 
Premier  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada ;  Premier  of 
Ontario ;  (iovernor-General  of  the  Dominion ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  Ontario. 

2.  What  are  the  Estates  of  the  British  Realm  ? 

3.  How  is  a  "Change  o£  Government"  generally 
brought  about  in  Britain  or  Canada  ? 

4.  What  gave  George  I.  a  right  to  the  throne  of 
Hwtain  ? 

5.  In  whose  reign  did  each  of  the  following  remark- 
able individuals  live  :  Thomas  a  Becket,  Joan  of  Arc, 
Francis  Bacon,  Cardinal  Wolsey,  Archbishop  Laud, 
William  Pitt,  Sir  John  Moore,  John  W'esley,  William 
\V^ilberforce,  Richard  Cobden. 

6.  Sketch  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

7.  Show  that  James  L  was  descended  from  Henry 

vn. 


74  EXAMINATION  PAPER 

No.   7. 


Time.  U  hours— 10  marks  for  each  qiieation . 

1.  What  is  meant  by  the  Norman  CoiKjuest  of 
England  ? 

2.  Why  is  the  Magna  Charta  considered  so  impor- 
tant ?     When  was  it  signed  ? 

3.  What  circumstances  compelled  Charles  I.  to 
sign  the  Petition  of  Rights  ?  Give  the  chief  articles 
of  the  document. 

4.  Write  short  explanatory  notes  on  Shii)-money ; 
the  Grand  Remonstrance ;  Rye  House  Plot  ;  Declar- 
ation of  Rights  ;  the  South  Sea  Scheme. 

5.  Name  the  heroes  of  each  of  the  following  battles  : 
Hastings,  Bannockburn,  Crecy,  Agincourt,  Nasehy, 
Boyne,  Preston  Pans,  Plassy,  Corunna,  Waterloo. 

6.  Show  how  Edward  HI.  was  descended  from 
William  the  Conqueror. 

7.  Explain  how  the  English  got  possession  of  Eng- 
land. 

8.  When  and  by  whom  was  Cxibraltar  taken  ? 


EXAMINATION  PAPERS.  75 

No.  8. 

Time,  U  hours— 10  marka  for  each  question. 

1.  Mention    something    about   the    inhabitant.s  of 
Britain  previous  to  the  Roman  Invasion. 

2.  Explain  fully  what  is  meant  by   "  Party  (iovern- 


3.  In  what  respects  does  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  differ  from  that  of  Russia  ? 

4.  State  the  chief  provisions  of  the  I'reaty  of 
Utrecht.     Give  date  of  the  Treaty. 

5.  In  whose  reign  did  the  "  Hundred  Years'  war" 
begin  ?     Name  some  of  its  most  important  battles. 

6.  What  is  meant  by  "Canadian  Confederation"  ? 

7.  Name  the  Stuart  Sovereigns  of  Britain,  and 
briefly  sketch  the  reign  of  any  one  of  them. 

8.  Tell  what  you  know  about  the  origin  of  the 
terms  "Whig"  and  "Tory."  About  what  time  were 
these  terms  first  used  ? 


76  EXAMINATION  PAPERS, 


No.  9. 


Time,  li  hours— 10  marks  for  each  question, 

T,  Name  some  Acts  passed  since  1603  that  tended 
to  limit  the  power  of  the  Sovereign,  Tell  the  reign 
in  which  each  was  passed, 

2,  Show  Henry  VII. 's  claim  to  the  throne  as  the 
rightful  heir. 

3,  Name,  in  order,  the  Sovereigns  of  Eritain  from 
James  I.  to  Victoria,  showing  how  each  was  related 
to  his  or  her  ])redecessor. 

4,  What  was  the  cause  of  the  Civil  War  in  England  ? 
Who  were  the  j^rincipal  persons  engaged  in  it  ?  What 
were  its  results  ? 

5,  Tell  the  principal  events  in  the  reign  of  George 

HI. 

6,  What  were  the  principal  changes  effected  by  the 
Roman  Conquest  of  England  ? 

7,  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  following  terms : 
Crusade,  Invincible  Armada,  Cabinet  Minister,  the 
Pretender,  Cavalier,  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

8,  Sketch  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror. 


EXAMINATION  PAPERS.  77 

No.    lO. 


Time  Vj  hourB— 10  marks  for  each  question. 


i 

^^m  I.   Explain  the  terms  :  Privy  Council,  Free  Trade, 

^^B,        '*  National    Policy,"    Lieutenant-Governor,    Revenue 
^B       TariE 


2.  Write  a  short  note  on  each  of  the  following : 
Danegeld,  Domesday  Book,  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  the 
Battle  of  Waterloo,  the  Corn  Laws. 


3.  Attach  some  historical  event  to  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing dates:  449,  827,  Id  7,  1 1 72,  1314,  1455, 
1497,   1603,   1713,   1832. 

4.  Sketch  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL 

5.  Mention  at  least  one  important  event  in  each  of 
the  following  reigns  :  Stephen,  Henry  IIL,  Edward 
II.,  Henry  V.,  Henry  VIL,  Elizabeth,  Charles  IL, 
Anne,  George  1 1.,  Victoria. 

6.  Name,  in  order,  the  Plantagenet  Sovereigns  of 
England. 

7.  Wiite  what  you  know  about  the  War  of  the 
Austrian  Succession. 

8.  Show  how    Queen    Victoria  is  descended  from 


78  EXAMINATION  PAPERS. 


No.  i: 


Time,  1}  hours— 10  marks  for  each  question. 

1.  "The  English  language  may  be  said  to  be  a 
union  of  five  languages."     Name  them. 

2.  Who  was  John  Hampden  ?  In  whose  reign  did 
he  live,  and  why  is  he  such  an  important  historical 
personage  ? 

3.  What  caused  the  American  War  of  1812  ?  When 
did  it  end  ? 

4.  Give  a  short  account  of  the  War  of  the  Spanish 
Succession. 

5.  Where  and  when  were  the  following  battles 
fought :  Hastings,  Bosworth,  Flodden,  Pinkie,  Sedge- 
moor,  Boyne,  Malplaquet,  Naseby,  Dettingen,  Bala- 
klava. 

6.  What  was  the  average  length  of  a  Sovereign's 
reign  during  the  Norman  Period  ? 

7.  How  does  prorogation  of  Parliament  differ  from 
adjournment  ? 

8.  Show  how  the  Guelphs  are  descended  from  the 
Stuarts. 


EXAMINATION  PAPERS.  79 


No.    12. 


Time,  U  houra— 10  marks  for  each  question. 

1.  Which  do  you  consider  the  more  important 
battle,  Waterloo  or  Inkerman  ?  Give  some  reasons 
for  your  answer. 

2.  When  was  Gibraltar  captured  by  the  English  ? 
Why  is  it  considered  a  very  important  possession  ? 

3.  Name  in  order  the  Queens  of  England.  Give 
the  dates  of  their  accession. 

4.  What  marks  1066,  1215,  1347,  13567  1415, 
1492,  1588,  1642,  1706,  1867? 

5.  Give  the  date  and  causes  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion. 

6.  What  was  the  Stamp  Act  ?  In  whose  reign  was 
it  passed  ?  Mention  a  reason  given  by  the  Americans 
for  not  submitting  to  it. 

7.  What  is  Trial  by  Jury  ?      How  did  it  originate  ? 

8.  Write  a  short  sketch  of  each  of  the  following 
reigns :  Alfred  the  Great,  Ethelred  the  Unready 
Queen  Victoria. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Office  of  the  Public  School  Inspector, 
Stratford,  6th  December,  1880. 

The  little  note-book  on  English  History,  prepared 
by  Mr.  Moir,  is  the  very  best  of  its  kind  that  I  have 
ever  seen.  It  contains  everything  that  is  required  for 
the  classes  for  which  it  is  designed,  and  is  at  the  same 
time  not  too  long.  The  table  of  dates  at  the  end  is 
worth  the  cost  of  the  whole  book.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion about  recommending  Mr.  Moir's  book  for  home- 
work, and  would  be  rejoiced  to  see  it  authorized  as  a 
text  book. 

JOHN  M.  MO  RAN. 


High  School,  duELPH, 
SepL  13,  1880. 
I  have  examined  with  some  care  "  British  History 
Notes,"  by  Mr.  George  Moir,  Principal  of  St.  Marys 
Public  Schools.  I  consider  them  well  adapted  for 
preparing  pupils  to  pass  the  High  School  Entrance 
Examination,  and  I  cordially  recommend  them  to  the 
notice  of  teachers  engaged  in  this  work. 

W.  TYTLER,  B.A., 
Principal  Guelph  Schools. 


I  H.  FUEO.  SHARP.  » 
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